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The American people have spoken. 
their revolutionary ancestors they fired a shot 
heard round the world when they went to the 
polls last Tuesday and re-elected Franklin D. 
Roosevelt President of the United States. The 
meaning of that shot is clear, simple and un- 
mistakable: democracy has just begun to 
fight; the battle for the destruction of totali- 
tarianism, for the reaffirmation of the Rights 
of Man has only commenced! 





the struggle for human emancipation in a 
world bedevilled by war and profound social 
perturbation. Thus it was the ecight®enth cen- 
tury, when through their own battle for free- 
dom they gave the impetus to the Great French 
Revolution. Thus it is in 1940, when as the 
masters and beneficiaries of the greatest and 
most powerful democracy in a world darkened 
by war and dictatorship they raise the banner 
of liberation and hold aloft the beacon of cul- 
ture and civilization for the guidance and in- 
spiration of mankind. 

The re-election of Franklin D. Roosevelt has 
drawn the issue: the world cannot live half- 
slave and half-free. The tyrants in Berlin, 
Rome and Moscow know now—as do all the 
peoples of the earth, enslaved and free—that 
the conflict is between Teuton totalitarianism 
and its allies, on one side, and Anglo-Saxon 
democracy on the other. The people of Britain, 
holding the citadel of freedom in Europe, know 
now they are not alone. The people of France, 
crushed and silent, betrayed by a defeatist gov- 
ernment obeying all the commands of the con- 
queror, know now that all is not lost, that the 
day of liberation is drawing nigh. Everywhere 
where human beings live, suffer, struggle and 
hope, the outcome of last Tuesday’s election 
has brought new light, new courage, new faith 
in the ultimate triumph of freedom and of 
right. 

Compare the dispatches from the totalitarian 
capitals, the comment of the totalitarian press, 
with those from London and all directions of 
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Once more the American people are leading 
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a eta. 
freedom and social jus- 
Tuesday. Berlin, Rome, 
But all the peopl s 0 
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Moscow are silent 
earth give 
Moscow know they h 
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Rome, 





crushing defeat. The peoples know 
won a great and glorious victory. They 
that the great republican democracy of the 
West will not desert them, that it is determined 
to play the part in world crisis which it 
must play, for its own sake and for,the sake 
of all mankind, by i 


prestige and it 


know 


the 


virtue of its strength, its 
moral obligation to itself 1 


and 








the compass—from South America to the far to its history. doubts on this score have — retain in power a government in whose grasp 
Orient—and you can see whose hearts have been removed, all fears dissipated. From now of the international situation and in whose for- 
been gladdened, whose spirits have been quick- on “all aid to Englad” means just what the  cign policy they have confidence. They voted 
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Areas Back FDR r. : 
SuAke ,Buoov/ Im ea obless 
Des ite Le is FOR LABOR PEACE WOW/ ! 
p vv By EDWARD LORING 
WASHINGTON. D. C.—John L. Lewis failed \ ASHINGTON, p. ©. Election returns are 
suflicient to indicate that the New Deal will 


to swing any industrial states, or mining re- 
gions, where C.I1.0. unions are strong, into the 
Willkie column, objective analysis of 
complete returns reveal. 

On the basis of this failure it is evident that 
John Lewis’ control of the Congress of Indus- 


Se + 
ailnost 


trial Organizations is a paper one, similar to 
his control of the United Mine Workers of 
America. 

President Roosevelt carried every important 


coal mining sector in the nation, despite the now 
notorious October 25 speech made by the presi; 
dent of the very miners who helped to re-elect 
the President. 

It was the pluralities in Pittsburgh, heart of 
the Steel Workers Organizing Committee, in the 
hard and soft coal regions, which gave FDR his 
275,000 vote lead in Pennsylvania and helped the 
New Dea! sweep the state. Throughout the na- 
tion’s most industrialized state, where the C.I.O. 
has its top membership, Roosevelt polled about 
2,070,000 votes. In Pittsburgh the New Deal led 
Willkie by 100,000 votes. 

In addition, the President took Illinois, 
state of the auto workers union; Ohio, rubber 
and auto state; Kentucky, Alabama, Virginia 


home 


and West Virginia, mining states. The last 
named state gave Roosevelt a 120,000 vote 
margin. 


Despite the strong anti-Roosevelt vote in New 
York City’s Irish, Italian and German districts 
and the smoothly functioning machine furnishe 
by the New York State Communist Party, Roos 
velt carried the Empire by 240,000. Im- 
portant too is the fact that Lewis failed to de- 
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erease the American Labor Party vote in New 
York State. The A.L.P. draws most of its sup- 


port from the labor movement. 

Indications are that Lewis failed to dent the 
Roosevelt vote in the airplane construction cen- 
of California, which the C.I.0O. has 


been 


ters 
actively attempting to organize. 
Whether or not Lewis resigns from the chair- 


manship of the Congress of Industrial Organiza- 
tions is academic. He will retain control through 
his power in the Mine Workers Union. Ther 
has been some talk of a revolt in that organiza- 
tion against Lewis. This, of course, is virtually 
impossible because of the 
political setup. There are no political organiza- 





organizational and 


tions and no leaders to take the opposition. Phil 
Murray’s silence is evidence enough that h« 
awaits the blowing over of the national con- 


vention next week so that he can sink back into 
the comparative obscurity of the Social Workers 
Organization Committee drive for contracts ir 
defense plants. Neither he, nor Van Bittner, no: 
Thomas Kennedy, secretary-treasurer of the 
UMWA, nor Clinton Golden, a regional director 
would dare lead the opposition to Lewis 


made by the American Labor Party. 1 es ee 
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¢ xpected 
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nt out a greatel y 
nificance in the A.L.P. vote. They declared tha 
the A.L.P. total represents an actual gain whi 
anges from 50,000 100,000 Ss. s 
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illkie and Browder. 
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New York Cit and a state-wid total of 
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er A.L.P. ca While t azi-So 
pact and the Finnish invasio1 t the Commu- 
lists, it Is timated that state-wide 
strength today approximates 40,000 to 50,000 
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DISINTEGRATION. 


For that is the 


mandate the 
have given to President 
all aid to England, all aid to de- 

io the suffering and the en- 
to those everywhere, from the 


phrase implies. 
American people 
Roosevelt: 
mocracy, all aid 
slaved, all aid 
sritish Isles to China, who ai 
freedom of the world! 

This was the great, crucial question which 
determined the result last Tuesday. Sweeping 
aside the demagogy of the Republican oppo- 
sition, the blind stubbornness of the isolation- 
ists, and the intrigues and falsifications of the 


Fifth Column, the Amcrican people 


fighting for the 





voted to 
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President Roosevelt’s Re-election Rallies 
World Free Peoples Against Dictator 


Like 


J] 
to retain in power a government which has 
shown the desire and ability to combine na- 
tional defense with social and economic justice, 
military preparedness with sound public policy, 
national unity with international cooperation. 

While conscious of the great tasks still re- 
maining in the field of economic recovery, the 
American people refused to be misled by the 
calamity howling of the Republicans, whose 
economic program consists solely in a promise 
to lead the people back to the illusory flesh- 
pots of the Coolidge-Hoover era. The Amer- 
ican people refused to be blind to the great 
progress achieved in the past seven and a half 
years in labor, industry, agriculture, the social 
services, education. The American people re- 
fused to give ear to the emotional extrava- 
ganeces and hatreds of the President’s oppo- 
nents, whom they easily recognized as the Lib- 
erty Leaguers of 1936 seeking to accomplish 
what they failed to do four years ago. Behind 
the “late Roosevelt” campaign, so reminiscent 
of the treatment accorded to Lincoln by the 
political pigwigs of his day, the American peo- 
ple discerned the efforts of a selfish crew eager 
to return to the public trough by raising super- 
patriotic slogans whose hollowness has ex- 
ceeded only by their hypocrisy. 

The American people wanted unity but unity 
on the basis of the President’s social program, 
unity on the basis of a dynamic, living democ- 
racy, of a patriotism embracing the interests 
of all the people and not of a selfish, grasping, 
privileged few. 

And in giving expression to their desire by 
re-clecting President Roosevelt, the American 
people demonstrated onee more their old com- 
mon sense, their wise political instinct, their 


understanding of the social and economic 
forces at work in this country and in the 


world, their typical political pragmatism com- 
bined with a high idealism—the combination 


which has always marked the genius of 
America. 
Yes, the battle for human freedom has just 


United 
tri- 


victory in the 
well for its 


Democracy's 
last Tuesday augurs 
umph throughout the world! 


begun. 
States 





control the House of Representatives by some 
80 to 100 and that the 
have solidified their dominance in the Senate. 
But never has an administration faced so 
many vital dome issues. At least 8,544,000 
crsons, according to an American Federation 
of Labor survey, are jobless and must be put 
before this nation can function 
foreign affairs; the WPA 
1,778,600, total relief workers 
some constructive 
physical, cultural or social activity the millions 
chronically unemployed and who will 


votes, toosevelt forces 


stie 


work 
effectively in 
ve increased 
on November : 


back to 
must 


from 





to absorb in 


who are 


remain a jobless reservoir even after the de- 
fense program is in full swing; low rent and 
slum clearance projects for some 3,000,000 
urban and rural low income families must be 


set in motion instead of being satisfied with the 
being built 


156.816 new low rent homes now 
by the U. S. Housing Authority. 
The president must now 
rehabilitating th« 
millions in 


group, ol 


turn to 
health of many 


the low income 


face the situation, discov 
ered by the British some 
vears back, when they 


found that a large percent- 
young people 
vere physically unfit fon 
ny difficult work because 
they had been jobless and 
ndernourished for 

There are the 3,000,000 Okies, 


age of thei 





John L. Lewis 


Arkies, peons, 











‘ pers vhite and Negro, who must 
bilitated. Homes must soon be found 
fo. thes« luckless of the Grapes-of-Wrath 
states; government camps and protection of 
on organizers must be provided during th« 
months when cotton and fruit picking falls 
off 
Some solution 1s being sought ior the <« 
America labor movement—a c 
ited by John L. Lewis’ intransigeance, un- 
ypular « his own union. The Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor now reports a mem- 
bership of 4,247,443, topping the post World 
War figure of 4,050,000 in 1920. Some way 
ist be found by the Administration to unite 
ese A F of L millions with the non-Com- 
t D tne workers in clothing, steel, 
rubbe automobiles, textiles, retail and 
vholesale trades, and even in the mines. 
In this effort the Administration wil]! find 
tself attacked by the Stalinite CIO bloe of 
transport workers, longshoremen, state, county 


id municipal employees, newspaper workers, 


The se are 
Administra- 


wood workers, office workers, ete. 
the backbone of the drive on the 
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FDR Turns to Nation’s Vital Slum, 


Problems 


tion’s efforts to rearm and oppose the Soviet’s 
foreign policy. These are the organizations 
which have members, working with other Sta- 
linites, in scores of government bureaus. 

Hardly last, and certainly not least, is 
the problem of restraining the monopolies and 
utilities, the defense-millionaires. 

When Congress meets again within the next 
fortnight—this was merely 
and not adjourned—it will face a plethora of 
proposals which were sidetracked last May by 
defense matters, The House has approved 
the Walter-Logan bill to require uniform rules 
of procedure by Administrative agencies to 


session recessed 


permit citizens to appeal to the courts on 
the findings of fact as well as on the law. 
This measure would hamstring nearly every 


Administrative agency in the government. An- 


other House-approved proposal is the Smith 
bill to amend—some call it cripple—the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Act. Both are on the 


Senate calendar. 

Also left for future decisions of Congress 
are proposals to increase the insurance cover- 
age of individual bank deposits by the Fed- 
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation from the 
present limit of $5,000 to $10,000; the bill for 
Federal inspection of soft coal mines, which 
the Senate passed, and which is now in com- 
mittee of the House; the water pollution bill, 
and the Senate-approved bill for Federal aid 
in constructing small hospitals. 

























Representatives 


Fish, Thill, Sweeney 
Are Re-elected 


By VINCENT ROGERS 


Election returns reveal that there are mem- 


bers of Congress today who are as inimical 
to this nation’s democracy as are the secret 
agents Europe’s totalitarian chiefs have 
planted here. 


Most prominent of these national legislators, 
who by their recent activity have proven them- 
selves pro-Fascist or anti-Semitic, are Senator 
Robert Rice Reynolds of North Carolina, and 
tepresentatives Martin L. Sweeney, Democrat, 
Ohio; John C, Schafer and Lewis B. Thill of 
Wisconsin, and Hamilton Fish of New York, 
all Republicans. 

As national legislators, these men and others 
too unimportant to mention’ here, carry the 
prestige of the American government, speak 
in its name, use the free mailing facilities 
of the post office, and have the power to insert 
in the Congressional Record, and mail free 
anti-democraic and philosophies, not 
only their own, those of others in the 
Fascist camps. 

Although this and its primaries, 
defeated such avowed Fascists as Congressmen 
Jacob Thorkelson of Montana, Louis B. Ward 
of Michigan and Joe McWilliams of New York, 
the men mentioned above were re-elected, but 
by smaller majorities than usual, except Schafer 
who in final returns was defeated by a scant 
margin. 

Senator 
Senate as a 
this year, 


speeches 
but 


election, 


came to the 
not a candidate 
expires in 1945. 
strong hold on 
which is predomi- 
Congressman Schafer 
District, and Congress- 


first 
Dealer, was 
since his term 
Congressman Sweeney has a 
Ohio’s Twentieth District, 
nantly anti-British Irish. 
of Wisconsin’s Fourth 


Reynolds, who 


New 


man Thill of Wisconsin's Fifth District, rep- 
resent solid German sectors. Hamilton Fish 
comes from the rock-ribbed Tory Dutchess, 
Orange and Putnam Counties in Upper New 
York State. 


Senator organization, the Vindi- 
notorious for its anti- 
alien, pro-Fascist activity. It has always been 
anti-Semitic, but seldom has it expressed itself 
as it did in the last edition of its newspaper, 
the American Vindicator, published by the Vin- 
dicator Inc. Senator Reynolds is 
listed on the masthead as the editor and pres- 
ident. 

In reply to a 


Reynold’s 


cators, has long been 


Association, 


Felix S. Cohen, 
government expert and economist, that “immi- 


statement by 


grants make a major contribution to this coun- 
try’s prosperity, large scale con- 
sumers of housing, agricultural products, man- 
ifactured and the 
Vindicator said: 

“We wish to advise Mr. 
Morris Raphael Cohen 
already we have too 


- 
“uliens- 


serving as 


voods sery ices, A ne rican 
(son of Pro- 

Ed. note) that 
foreigners here— 
-who have taken the jobs of American 
citizens. Mr. Cohen, we have enough merchants, 
motion picture like Eddie 
Cantor, Harry Richman, and entirely too many 
Cohens who are at : . 
partments. Excuse us, please.” 

This attack on the Jews re- 
veals that Senator Reynolds 
has decided to use the Cough 
lin technique of picturing 
those of the Jewish faith an 
“octopus” controlling the mo 
tion picture industry, the ra- 
lio, ete. Other sections of the 


F Coughlin 


Cohen 
fessor 


many 


producers, crooners 


the head of government de- 





Vindicator are devoted to 
many similar attacks. 
Martin L. Sweeney has frequently col- 


laborated with Charles Coughlin, has made anti- 
Semitic speeches, is anti-British, and recently co- 
operated with the Communist-controlled Amer- 
ican Mobilization because that too 
anti-British in p 


Congressman J« 


Peace Was 





Irpose. 
hn Schafer has 
himself in pro-Nazi terms, as has 
Lewis B. Thill. The latter has 
inserted in the Congressional Record many see- 
material published by the German 
Information, official 


(Continued on Page Seven) 


frequently 
expressed 


his colleague, 


tions of the 


Library of German publi- 


Dies Promises Startling Exposes 


Of Intensified Fascist Work in U.S. 


By SIDNEY HAMLIN 


Special to THE NEW LEADER 

















SAN ANTONIO, Texas.—Martin Dies, who a 
a token of his campaign visited his home stat 
this week, took his re-election as a matte of 
course and turned to the more serious business 
of tracking down the roots of the German gov 
ernment’s important smission belt 
Trans-Ocean News Service, which has beer 
supplying “news” to United States and Latir 
American nations free of charge for some five 
year's. 
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Midwest Farmer, Labor Groups Fail to Recover From °38 


Defeats; GOP Gains in New York T: hrough Communist Deal 


By DANIEL BELL 


Candidacies of interest to labor and progressive circles ran more or less true to expectations. It is apparent that the labor and 
farmer groups have failed to recover from the defeats of 1938. 

One of the biggest surprises of the campaign was the showing of Jasper McLevy, Mayor of Bridgeport who received only 
16,077 votes in the race for the Governorship of Connecticut out of a total of 680,006 votes. Two years ago, McLevy polled 166,000, 
carrying his own city of Bridgeport against Baldwin and Cross.. This year he tallied 6,050 votes in Bridgeport, trailing Hurley’s 30,814 
votes and incumbent Baldwin’s 17,865. Hurley, running as a New Dealer carried the state by 388,736 to Baldwin’s 375,385. 

In the midwest the personal popularity of U.S. Senator Robert M. LaFollette, Jr., enabled him to scrape through for re-election, 


but Wisconsin’s labor-baitin 








Jack Dempsey this week blos- 
somed out as labor arbiter, 
settling a dispute to the 
favor of the American Fed- 
eration of Office Employees. 


West’s Utilities 
Tried to Seize 


Big U.S. Dams 


FPC Shows 
Attempt to 
Control Supply 


Special to THE NEW LEADER 
SEATTLE, Washing 


of the reasons why the private 





ton.—One 


utility corporations poured mil- 
the Willkie ¢a 


here in 


lions into npaign 


can be seen the 


attempt 
of five power companies to secure 
under their monopoly the total 
output of the huge government- 


} 


and Grand 


this 


Bonneville 
dams. If 
ceeded it 


owned 
Coulee had suc 


would have meant a 


grab bigger than that made at 
Teapot. Dome. 

Hearings before a_ federal 
power comn ior vestigating 
committee revealed that the 
Puget Sound Pow and Lig 
Co., the Pacific Power and Ligh 
Co., the Northwestern Electrix 
Co., the Washinet Wate 
Power Company and its” sub 
sidiary, the Spokane’ Electric 


Railway, had created a spurious 
Washington State 
Association, which in turn had 


Taxpayer S 


set up a Let the People Vote 
League, Thi group spo 
sored an Initiative N@ 159 " 


complicated and tricky bill, 
which, if passed, would kill pub- 
lic utility districts by making: it 
practically for them 
to finance themselves by } 

bonds. 
panies would get the 


Impossibie 


Phen 1¢ ) ate com- 


and Grand Coulee power for 
themselves, and sell it at a high 
rate and at a fat profit. 
Testimony drawn from recal- 
citrant witness« disclosed that 
the five power utility companies 


had contributed more thar $55,- 
O00 to the Washington Stat 
Taxpayers Association, which ir 


turn had passed on $40,000 to 
the Let th People Vote League 
in the campaign for this Initia- 
tive 139. 


G.O.P. also re-elected its six incumbent Congressmen, 
as against three Progressives. House leader of the Pro- 
eressives, Gerald Boileau, was defeated, however. In 
some measure of compensation, pro-Fascist Congressman 
Schafer, Republican, was defeated in the 4th District. 

Minnesota’s youthful Harold Stassen, already spoken 
of as G.O.P. presidential timber for 1944, easily beat 
Farmer-Laborite Hjalmar Peterson, while former Farmer- 
Laborite Hendrik Shipstead, running on the Republican 
ticket, trounced former Governor Elmer Benson. In the 
Congressional race, the Republicans were assured of 
all nine seats. Defeated in Minnesota were incumbent 
Farmer-Laborite R. T. Buckley, as well as Henry G. 
Teigan, who sought to regain his seat. Fellow-traveler 
John T. Bernard, who was opposed by the A. F. of L., 
was also defeated. 

In three important Michigan's 
nosed Republican, Luren Dickinson, lost to Democrat Murray Van 
Ohio’s G. O. P. notorious for anti- 
defeated Martin Dacy; and in Illinois, Republican 
beat Democrat Harry B. Hershey. 
Voorhis easily won 
meressman, technocrat, Bryan Scott 


Gubernatorial elections, blue- 


Wagoner; Governor Bricker, 
relief sentiment, 
Dwight Green in 


In California, popular Progressive Jerry 


an upset, 


his re-election bout. Former C 
vas defeated 

A fellow-traveler seeking office, Jerry O’Connell of Montana 
who, during his tenure in Washington two years ago, fronted for 
many C. P. groups, for defeat at the hands of 
isolationist Jeannette Rankin, war-time Congresswoman, who was 
one of the fifty who voted against entry conflict. 

The Socialist Party vote this year is not expected to be 
preciably larger than the 187,000 votes that Norman Thomas re- 
1936. While New York total in 1936 reached 
indicated vote of only 25,000 to 30,000 this 
Thomas’ New York City vote was 12,000 compared to 36,000 
of four years ago. 

In New York the 
Communist wing of the American 
sting results. One startling 
H. Fay in the 16th Congressional 
n William T. Pheiffer, 


seems headed 
into the last 
ap- 
ceived in Thomas’ 
86.000, 


there is an 
‘] 
| 


year, 


Party and the 


produced 


the Republican 
Party 


Was Une 


alliance of 
Labor ome 
defeat of New 
District. Fay was 
but the margin of 
P. candi- 


intere upset 
James 
lefeated by 


Dealer 





Re publ 


defeat was supplied by the vote of the left-wing A. L. 
date, Thomas Darcey, who refused to withdraw in favor of Fay. 
Reactionary, former Congressman John J. O'Connor threw his 


Pheiffer. 

Communist hero Vito Marcantonio, running with the full sup- 
port of the C. I. O. Industrial Union Council, various Communist 
Front organizations, and avowed Fascist groups such as the Cir- 
Mario Morgantini, was able to defeat his Democratic 
nent, James J. Lanzetta. Marcantonio is the only Congressman 
at this session who has voted against 
New. York, the Republican coalition with the left 
P. enabled the G. O. P. 


support to 


colo oppo 
all defense measures. 

In upstate 
wing A. L. 


to carry four assembly seat 


One of those who benefited from the deal was John McBain, who 
4 . ° . . ) . " 

won in the heavily Democratic Albany County, because of Com 

support. McBain’s last candidacy was under the emblem 


runist 





) Ce iin Social Justice ticket in 1936. 
Another of the four elected in the Republican-Communist a 
as G. Eugene Zimmer in the Third Rensselear District. Trad 


unionists in that know Zimmer 
munist-front organizations. 
The G. O. P.-Communist 


County, where eight candidates 
1can 


area as a stooge for many Com- 
strongest in New York 
Republican-Amer- 


Except for Marcantonio. the 


deal was 


ran on a joint 
Labor ticket. ful 
* candidate was C, Mi 


District, defeating 


only success 
“eoalition’ Aicato in the 18th State S« t 
McCall. 


Tammany wheelhorse John T. 


In the Sixth Assembly District, Manhattan, the effect of 
deal was defeat for incumbent Republican Meyer Goldberg: for 
the Communist tie-up and Mr. Goldberg’s participation in Com- 
nunist “peace” groups proved a distinct boomerang. Mr. Goldberg 
took a neat licking. Other “coalitionists,, who went down to de 


feat included incumbent Assemblyman Oscar Garcia Rivera in the 


17th Manhattan, Sam Aquino in the 20th; H. Catennaccio in the 
18th, Arthur Braunlich in the 7th; and Harvey Schwamm in the 
15th Senatorial. 

Leading Communist trade unionists who sought office were 





badly t n the 17th Congressional 


Newspaper Guild polled only 


ounced, district, 


Morris Wat 


son of the 5,900 votes out of a total 


Congressional vote of over 101,000. The Communist strateeyv. her 
too wa clear, for Watson’s vote Was the which enabled 






a Sh: F. 
Kramer. 


Joe Curran tallied only 4,000 in a district of 


Kenneth Simpson to defeat Dealer Samuel 


oe 
race! 


than 
union, the 


nore 50,000 
vorkers despite an intensive campaign by his 
Nat 
Dealer Michael Edelstein handily beat 
14th 


Commu 






t-controlled onal Maritime Union. 


New 


Burt in 


Communist Samuel 


the Congressional district. 





Wrath” condition. 
More than 3,412 lumber ca 


U. S. Raises “Shackers" 
Pay, Working Conditions 





yards, mills and similar estab- 
WASHINGTON, D. C. Fol- lishments have been inspected, 
lowing the expose by THE NEW and back pay ordered in places 
LEADER of the ib-standard liv- where the Federal Fair Stand- 
ne conditions of the hackers” ards law had _ been violated. 
working ir e lumber industry, $307,086 has been paid and addi- 
ron actio! the Wages and tional restitution of $100,000 has 
Hou Division ha forestalled been ordered, About 12,500 em 
anothe vice le “Grapes of plovees have been benefited. 


Hillman Plans Revitalization or Industrial 
Ghost Towns” for Defense Production Work 


WASHINGTON, D. ( 
have shut 


dow 


Industrial 
n or moved away because of technological advances or cheap labor, leay- 


Special to THE New LEADER 


“ghost towns,” single industry areas whose plants 


ing working people stranded and small business bankrupt, will be “revitalized,” according 


to an announcement by 
Advisory Commission. ' 

Under the 
to meet 


in excellent 


plan, the 
l 


national defense 1 


worker are ava ble 

In the last decade there was a 
decided shift al pla 
to the South. Th ‘ ent 
cheap power the ’ vith 
attractive off« i nes abo 
made by local chambe: 
merce, sent n y text 


scurrying f 
from the NRA 
of trade- 

towns «ac ae 
industry, 

dustry 
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their by 

went on r¢ I 
similai 
dropping 
U. S. monetar 


creation 


ot 
Under the 
Llewellyn Cooke 
already in the fic 


Sidney 


eeads, 


Hillman, labor commissioner of the National Defense 


The program will start in Ohio, Pennsylvania and Illinois. 
latent 


Area 
and plant capacities in these areas would be used 


In most cases, buildings, machines and power plants are 


labor 
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g Republican Julius Heil beat Orland S. Loomis to retain the Governorship for another two years. The 











UINITED MINE WORKERS 
OF AMERICA 








The morning after the election. A sign held before the 
Mine Workers Building in Washington invites John L. 
Lewis to carry out his 'threat.” 


F.D.R. Mandate Speeds 





Defense Arms Program 


Decisions of 10 Men to Affect 
Nation’s Life in Next 5 Years 


WASHINGTON, 


‘ 


D.C 


selective service, and 


Way, 
Stat 


TeS 


mol 


with one 


iths), and with a record budget of $25,572,819,55% 


re 
od 


By GEORGE SHORT 


‘HE NEW LEADER 
—wWith two great national lotteries 


the third term election—out of the 


person out 


" every 
s uniformed soldier (sometime during the next 


in the United 


fev 


hundred 


~ >) 


for 


armaments and governmental expense, people everywhere 
are looking for results in the way of full aid to England, 
and full rearmament under the direction of the National 
Defense Commission. 
Foreign policy was the campaign’s big issue, and foreign 


polic 


v will be the 


Administration's biggest 


lacne. Lhe 


hen 


American public must now decide on how far it will go to 


aid 
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Food Stamp Plan 
Aided 500,000 
U). S. Families 
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Books and Writers 


The Boys Who Made Good 


By BORIS SHUB 
| ipsa D. BAYLES, a young newspaper man who covered 

Germany for Time and Life from 1933 until February of this 
vear, has contributed a gallery of portraits of Hitler and his chief 
lieutenants: Goerine, Hess. Goebbels, Ribbentrop, Himmler, Ley, 
Rosenberg and the leading generals of the Reichswehr.* The 
writer’s personal observations of the demeanor of the Nazi leaders 
make this a valuable book. 

The highlight, undoubtedly, is the description of Labor Front 
boss Robert Ley during a Strength Through Joy cruise. When the 
author entered the ship’s dining room he found Dr. Ley “sitting at 
the head of a table with spilt beer and wine, and 
strewn with cigar and cigarette broken bread crusts 


lone slopped 


butts, glass, 
and the remains of meals.” 

“Okay, Mister Moneymaker! How are you?” was Ley’s greet- 
ing to his American guest. “Then he cleared a large semicircle of 
the littered table top by simply sweeping glasses, bottles and food 
on to the floor with a wild motion of his arm and invited me to sit 
down and have a drink.” 

That is Robert Ley, who liquidated Germany's free trade unions 
and coordinated labor into the National Socialist war machine. He 
is a dissolute drunkard, but no worse than other Nazi chiefs. 
Marshal Goering was a drug addict who spent three years in 
Swedish insane asylums. Von Ribbentrop was a champagne sales- 
man who received his political education in the salon of Madame 
Rothschild in Frankfort. 

When the Nazis came to 
confiscate the Jewish importing firm of 


power, Ribbentrop’s first act was to 
H. Sichel and Sons which 
had once employed him as a salesman. 

according to Mr. Bayles, is so despicable that even 
the Fuchrer cannot tolerate him personally, but retains him because 
of his exceptional talents as a demagogue. Gestapo Chief Heinrich 
Himmler, who introduced movable gallows to display his victims 
through the streets of Polish “completely lacking in 
personality an abominable speaker, making the appearance 


ona platform of a 


Goebbels, 


villages, is 


newly washed and cropped yokel... . 

The author makes it clear that the Nazi leaders, almost without 
exception, are cither fanatical mediocrities or hard-boiled political 
Of Hitler he writes: “The Fuehrer possesses no aplomb 
the back- 
vround and training.” 

All of this is true, 


“The present war,” say 


acketeers. 
or self-assurance of tvpe common to persons of good 
yet it it@only a superficial side of the truth. 

Alfred Rosenberg, “will put an end to the 
stand higher than the Nazi in 
1940? Are the Nazi leaders 
than M. Paul Baudoin or 
of Hitler compare with 


gentleman.” Does the “gentleman” 


Europe from 19338 to 
Bonnet, 
Lhe 


Neville 


the tragedy of 


more corrupt than more venal 


Pierre Laval?) How 


the incompetence of 


does “mediocrity” 


Chamberlain? 


The author’s chief failing in an otherwise interesting book is 
in judging Hitler and his followers as human beings rather than 
politicians and revolutionaries. ‘Those who permitted Europe 
to fall were civilized men; most of them were men of reason and 


acts 
but 
who 


They understood the probable consequences of their 
Amone them, there mystics, 
f from reality, i to those 


culture. 


and their inaction. too, were 


mystics who sought refuge in contrast 
ised mystici as a weapon of conquest. 


Now that the truth beginning to come out, in the writings 
of Andre Maurois, Jules Romains, Robert de Saint Jean and many 


oth : 26-08 parent that the men who ruled France were far 
more incompetent than the “mediocre” Nazi brigands. General 
Gamelin, in the words of Jules Romains, “preferred to think the 
war” rather than fight it. Daladier, who stumbled into a war 
he had sought to avert through Munich, understood what was 
coming, weighed every possible surse, but Hamlet-like could reach 
Oo important dec lo? 

While Hamlets ruled B il nd Franee, a determined group 
of Nazi fanatics, gunme and lit racketeers mobilized all 





resources of a mighty industrial state war of world 


“to pi 


the decisive question is 
{ 


the 


conquest 


. tor a 
” ‘ 
it an end to the gentleman. 

Thus not the the Nazi 
leaders, bu supposed adversaries during the era culminat- 
ing with Munich. This factor the author misses entirely. There is 


the 


character of 


{ = 
t ol nel 


‘ ¢ 
part of 


or laring CNe i ‘ rrance on 
} anc n } 


Mr. Bayl He speaks of ‘a m itrigue carried on by Hess 


Hess vy 


ind Leon Trotsky. ... In 1937 isited Trotsky in Oslo... 
( Somehow the ready acceptance of this tale out of the modern 


edition of the Thousand and One Nights known as the Moscow 
rrials, does not increase confider n the author's judgment and 
understanding, 

Coesars ti Goose Step; by William D. Bayles. $38. Harper’s. 


Little “Buster” Arnold 
By WILLIAM E. BOHN 


HIS is an astounding book. Thu 


man Arnold, ex-professor at 


Yale and Assistant Attorney General of the United States, 
believes what he writes No man who did not believe in himself 
could write vith such engagine charm. And vet the whole thing 
is fantastic 

The first chapter states the problem: our productive plant 


“ean distribute its production to only thirteen per cent of the 
population without some form of government aid.” Hence we 
have depressions and unemployment, The second part of the 


onomic structure consists 
workd of organized indus- 
unorganized men, 
These latter buy in a con- 


sounds equally correct: “Our e 


The first is a 


inalysis 


worlds. 


world of small business 


consumers.” 


ontrolled market. 








at to do about it? Here is where Alice 
up a compete Anti-Trust Division down 
into jail all the fellows who are interfer- 
fect will beat any snake-oil ever advertised. 


families can begi to 


buy, business will hum, 


and everything will be ist wonderful. 


Ther o doubt that much of the work done by the Anti- 
T Di ( seful. We all know of collusive price-fixing 
ind of scores of devices for raising and fixing prices. Cases have 
re ( Price numerou Is have been slightly lowered. 
If isoli t« ings, or building erials can be bought for a 
the istomet i ew «& left for the purchase of 
nie { 1 oth field. So consumption is spread 
ally increased. The neire sublic is benefited. 
But ) is proc will make it possible for the nineteen 
r f i] t ! buy more—thus breaking 
u , our pr t tem—Thurman Arnold never 
et ound to explai Phere no connection between the illness 
+ 
Thurman St. George 


Arnold’s mind is best 


the daring 


H ke is disce tedne fT rmat 


Writing with 






last erary f ( } es a moving picture of 
oor I and-file trade unionist. The poor devil belongs to 
n o} ratic ivided, immature, and racket-ridden. 
I Anti-T Divisic i f St. George, must rush to 
{ He. ( s © benighted to appreciate his 
n Wa 
The { es for nt t prosecutions for restraint 
1. iy the situatic The ire racketeers in trade 
Th ’ nals and ca ve persecuted in criminal 
a n jail In f tt happening right now. 
It is good, and all honest men are for it. Here you have logical 


the Inter- 
B erhood of Elk ical Workers for refusing to handle 
tert ! wit main- 


rrosecutes 


means of 


or standards He ems to believe that forcing these 

, , ‘ at 1 ‘ i racketeers, heal 

( restore the Wagner 

Act to respect. There t isn’t any connection between the means 
t ¢ lvertised 
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Reich and Soviets Set to § 
Turks Into Yielding E tr t Oil 
: wm : By DICK REYNARD ! 1 had other plans for the’ for slices of Syria d Iraq to 
ae oe ee ae Europe, give to Ankara. These latter 
to move lands were part of the Turkish 
of th and Persian empires in the not 
already too distant past. 
h of course, reduce 
> puppet state status 
¢ Hung and Bul- 

? garia, \ ithout impairing ‘it as a (_a.S. WoOopsworTH > 
storchouse of cereals, fruits, cot- = ees 
ton, chrome, zinc, manganese, an- 
timony, copper, coal, gold and oil. S . hi t " 

Then the Axis would have its 0Cc1a 1S S in 
Berlin to Bagdad—railroad, and C d B 
a complete two-way passage to da b 
the unlimited oil resources of the ana a C 
Near East. bg 
cerategits fect that their WAY On Reich 
sc must work whether Tur- 7 
key accepts or chooses to fight. Special to THE NEW LEADER 
Stalin If Turkey accepts the protecto- WINNIPEG Reversing its 
northern rate the battle is won for the  t®aditional pacifism, the Canadian 
ibly Reich; if Turkey resists and turns /@bor and Socialist movement, 
to Britain, then London will find TePresented by the Cooperative 
itself in conflict with Moscow, Commonwealth Federation, urged 
‘ has put thumbs down on fullest support of Great Britain’s 
: Ham Fish Back in Congress Ferkey becoming involved in the pe ka gpg genes 
FB ; hostilities. and Nazis, a resolution passec 
> pe hn fl er nell Pp 1) nape dle ager ; EE gE Strategy today must be consid- unanimously - its national a 
° . ee story on 1 com-  cellor would dig into his gift bag ee a ga PRE : .  -¢ vention held in Winnipeg last 
. - d te : I ry . = supplies of a: 
; vil. Lack 2] has already im- 
4 4 e * ry e pee ‘lized “the. Ttali : foe a . In the keynote address, M. J: 
1X XI é VIN 1€éS iNa V1eES A ir fleets arm, and many mechanized divi- Coldwell, M.P. and national chair- 
9 9 aera ; og of the ec oo 
” ; : the conscription of Canadian 
% A id KE ] di 4 2 An. e e ° ge of vg cer ber fuel will wealth and industry in addition 
ie 1 ng an 4 bei Vi ee A371 ENRS1VE etna a ? ind ie 4 and to its manpower. He attacked the 
sire = ae cy of the government of Mackenzie King 
LONDON (Passed by Conser) —the re are foreign armies on British soil—six of bloe ihe. Within the aan Bre gag - ’ oe 
them—for the first time in nearly 500 ye The unfortunate tendency in diplon natic circles "ext weeks Britain can be ex- ios semen 4 pesatar gee 
and in the world press has been to fereet the vord “Allies,” to ignore the ba is F rench, Pected to pound int P ubble en- containing a clause limiting their 
Czech, Belgian, Dutch and Norwegian armies, a ir-forc ies and om on the Mediterranean.  hyofits to five per cent under the 
colonial empires, the gover ‘nments of which are under To Bo rr a Italy to defend herself jaw, Coldwell was elected par- 
in London. on ; y TI Duce jiamentary ates of the C.C.F., 
Norway does its share. Near! y every day into the Isles, _ peti eS “neon _— replacing J. S. Woodsworth, who, 
slipping out of their country by w ay of Sweden come even dared Mee ee eae se ities after many years of leadership, 
FR the North Sea in an open sloop which was not ied rowboat. These are n ong range *Csigned because of ill-health. 
eS veterans of short-lived war, all beari 12 vital in the smal] bom! under fire | hennppitagy cig else baited ned 
i Norse force being trained to guard oh Easter} chief contri- oi! Austria, a ae ee 
bution io the sen for she fas given the sols Tour Ipert merchant fest to tno tsi Gomory” SY AP 
> beanie eeeeeree Fey tough a , well- More than 1,000 Norwegian veien col — ind ment had been active in arousing 
ships, nearly four million t i les and leave th the ex- kn L ited public opposition to the conduct 
ports necessary 1 t ou ring or see of some exporters and the laxity 
nance of Allied ‘ mang Ss Bri the United of the government in this respect. 
and purchi ee oti ul ensive from At the same time, the convention 
ber that t] Rc ch in 1941, Beyond Tur- asked the C.C.F. members in Par- 
the Amer ; key lies this source—Ivan, with  jiament be on the lookout for 
in effect. eet z ts annua It} 10,000.000 shipment of any other war ma- 
force has just ac v 4 ! eyo d Turkey lies the pipe terjals to Axis countries and their 
ful attack boml > by “4 ’ hich via He feed the allies. 
Douglas. . qj Br d, sea and naval forces Opposing the efforts of industey 
< And then the Dutcl : th T Syria and the Tory Canadian ians 
ment, waiting to , . ‘ key- to use the war crisis as a means 
attractive cities 8 l I E os of destroying the g¢ of labor, 
but now Eee the convention condemned plans 
He A I an ) to lengthen the working hours 
uted a g rch ell subsidiary) h of labor while so many workers 
early 3,000,000 ( impo uk are still unemployed. Delegates 
» ts fro ’ e Ras ib pointed out that Canada can do 
hich nde elds for ye its part in the fight against 
- conditio com nearly a tle known to the outside Fascism without giving up the 
lion dollars. And the Dut luced mut 1,000,000 hard-won social gains, and tha 
a navy } j h t the ioulal n is capabk of still 
Japs w ' the Brit eater produ€tion without an in- 
the Allies’ life lines t if ] crease in the working day. 
The large f< it n effectiv In view of the “profiteering and 
Britain today Po i oa eBeOes: ere field inequality of sacrifice” evident, 
immediately aft ee oe site ao nite en - v aff the convention advocated the cir- 
and occupation of P The port of Havre, Now being bor _— y the RAF and the ind of cours culation of a nation-wide petition 
Germany and Poland 0 "Free French" fliers to prevent Nazi troop embarkments. The Germans know that the to impose a 100 per cent excess 
’ structed on Fre 1 soil Ge full extent of oil deposits profits tax. 
; eral Sike Pol Prin 17 d or Polish TI we h to pie n \ ! ip in the Middle In his speech, National Chair- 
4 Minister Wat fighting lity ly t 9 ( 1 Nou the ] vast 20,000,- man M. J. Coldwell praised the 
: Tens of of P S D mbled he ! Lit if I ch the Reich, or government of Winston Churchill. 
diers cros Hun- Bel 7 1 Fi lea 1 eX] i on “Since May,” he said, “a new 
. ° gurian, Latvi Li Bi 1 I ? it, they would government has taken charge of 
- frontiers last n rhe Poles ! } an ! ved ( r to tic hit hard at the Commonwealth war effort. It 
« aged to “esca f ( Fi B Mi I 1 And u7 un ze the block- is a government we can trust 
camps and make t 1 \ ! nd ( s ] " le. So wat oO e next moves to struggle valiantly until the 
j France. Th In Ja ] ‘ 1 itegy ( ed at the menace of Nazi and Fascist op- 
the military world 5 l cor 1 of Ivan, Ad the Red pression has been removed from 
Polish army for d r i (Continu on Page Seven) S 14 Levant. the world.” 
Mexi Attack Axi NaziW 
exicans Attack Axis aziWagesDrop Poles 
g ! 
In Annual Peasant Rites Norse to Helot Status 
at GONZALEZ STOCKHOLM (By Mail) .—From the reports smuggled 
MEXICO C _, ese st days of November are th out through underground trade union sources, and from 
‘ days of the Dead, as Gece iy but with laconic decrees in the German press, the Nazi plan of re- 
in this country. It is a well-known fact ducing the population in conquered areas to the ranks of 
Catholic traits have mingled together to produ helots is taking shape. 
typically Mexican complex. the little towns. the In Poland, 300,000 prisoners of war employed in German 
and Indian peasants gather by night in the cemeteries; they page ure, were released from captivity, but on the con- 
deposit offerings on the tombs, mainly maize is, drinks, dition that they stayed where they were as civilian workers, 
chocolate and tobacco and they remain there night long se sensed to 4 Polish workers 2 pig ae 
waiting for the Dead, by the light of wax candles. Here in Inc fia ae ee the — - on “ Ay cogs ‘azis tried en 
Mexico City, apart ft rom the Catholic ritual which is pretty wer work. The Nazis would oe d pee Revs tieniaety hard ohh tig® on 
much the same as it is elsewhere, we have the calaz ; have shot him. nd le of the breast of phalian di trict e jer TT rboven, 
; Calaveras i 1 to eve? le of clothing for iden- a man with a reputation for left- 
i old » inthe # + ' ) ’ } means tification. Germans are forbi ide n wi phraseology and propaganda 
At Py that he } : e- all | intercourse with Poles. it Nazi ; was appointed 
| i le J ti of : 7 va icts have been Hitler’s epre Os! 
j Th wo , t] 4 l for the German . German ¢ oO was 
: . b z a nd -German worker. Payment rricultural d for Nor 
q : oe , 2 : 1 ) 3 oduce 1 in casi wav About ree-quarters of 
: te t W ind, tl e count? wheat and a la) 
n rl 1 : i , : P ane ; one- amount < e needed atoes 
: ? t f the Ge) hav » be importec resery 
I , of ( ( ! an, es lv reals and coal. hich the Government had ac 
ve A s } ( kind I W Districts I and II, n ted fo vartime prot ! 
- 2 th ( ! rm rkers who re- rainst transportation diff ] 
? \ ' 2 = I 1 ar odgir are paid been 1 ] ned ) 
: I $1.25 a . while similar farm Gert government 
I ] n-German re- I of I 
Ls sve reduced ¢ I 
, Presi ! 1 s the Naz ffs are 
dent- Ca H ! g ) the workers’ near yne-third 
Muss ( p -s ations as ¢ nstrument of hae » be l 
if € ! { 1 ! i ! B € le unions ( spondin lk 
i fle I 
erses rinted ‘ ) tI Berlin government ( f “Be 
Ai ( . ssolution of the nske Aft t ! 
Labor Party, Robert Reich a I S 
S 7 the German Labo wes it cal 
; { 1 in Oslo and called a4. SD 
a cal (T Eg Ani¢ to carry on ss mea 
! all the nd chnees 
: a re ‘ y labor or- vegetables, in ord 
satir <ulls k Car ganizat Officials de- imports of food ar et P 
tral Le at “Aly 1 troyed the lists of members and stuffs and permit ex t of these 











and 


Germany 


Page Three 


Heard on the Left 


By VICTOR RIESEL 


HE campaign screeching is over, 
Results came in mighty fine; 
All that’s between us and clover, 
Is for John L. to resign. 


= ich nay not be poetry, but they're mighty fine sentiments, 
pai lner, ritte on the back of a menu a fortieth street pub 
ide the Times conceded the election at 11:30. 





* * * 


UT Big Black Chief That Sputters by Radio has started a 
anybody tell you it’s 
of 


draft-Lewis movement, and don’t let 

a rank-and-file drive. It has all the spontaenity 

cow May Day come se most of its ingredients. 
And take } rom Mi 

that Herr 


a Mos- 







Lewis will fi : ] 
1.1.0. ¢ 





after the November 18th ( 
doesn’t resign, Tes d de facto cont 
Industrial Org zations unequivocal]; 


tion’s defense measures “a America’s foreign policies. 
the Co nist chiefs are 
pushing Joe Curran for C.I.O. 
to stooge for John L. if anythi g of thi 
textile, clothing, oil and rubber wi 
nearest exit. Sidney H 


the idea of 
ray refuses 
the auto, 
valk to the 
convention. 


Some ofr 





Mw 
"urs 
not 


chairmay if 





ions will run, 


iliman will not attend the 


a rc 
1, charged that 
before he completed 
ietter to the columnist, 


UR friend Robert S. Allen, in a recent column 
had consulted Republican le 
drafting his speech. This Lewis denies in a 

in which he says that “I did not submit a draft of my October 25th 
radio address to Republican leaders or anyone els¢ no indi- 
vidual, in or out of the Republican Party or the Democratic Party, 
had any knowledge of its contents prior to its public release before 
delivery.” 

Somewhere along the line Herr Lewis lies .... for only last 
week he made public an exchange of telegrams in which he 
admitted that the speech had been shown to persons in New 
York—not to mention those “insiders” who wandered around 
town looking wise and dropping hints of insults to come. 

* 7 * 








Lewis saders 


the not-so-good-Senator from Montana, Burton K. Wheeler, 
Lewis as “a man of absolute integrity” the 
lay night before. Now Wheeler, who was 

t political success of st Congressman 
Jacob Thorkelson, plans to unloosen blasts at American aid to Eng- 
land some time in January of 1941. The who is the good 
fairy of isolationists, sincere and Hooverite, is head of the Interstate 
Commerce Geaainee; porwr has been authorized to “conduct an 
inquiry into foreign influence upon American industries essential to 
American defense.” This can only mean Britain, and the Senator 
ithering his double-barreled blast. Nice work, 
stomach it. 
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Bow FBI in 


* * * 


rton is tilting 1 Dies Committee over 
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inquit 1e G-Men feel yunter-espionage work 

siedid handled ent irely by the Department of Justice. 

VIDENCE that the second strongest section of the Commu- 

nist apparatus exists in California can be seen in the re-elec- 
tion of Congressman Lee Geyer and the defeat of Los Angeles 
District Attorney Buron Fitts, who has held that office for 12 years. 

Tovarisch Geyer, 17th Congressional District, California, has 
heen accused n court of 8 g) ig a applicat on card for me »mber- 
ship in the Communist Party, Los Angeles Sectic 

‘ * * * 

| Rageerotnipagerie U. S Senatorial candidat: Anita W tn took 

quite a chunk of the California electorate. 


But the important Communist victory is the defeat of 
Fitts, who has been probing Stalinite activity on the Coast. 
rhe Los Angeles International Labor Defense, national chair- 
man of which is Vito Mareantenio, has been hammering at 


Recently the ILD secured an order forcing the District 
Attorney to cause why he shouldn't be tried for con- 
tempt of court. This the “comrades” got by charging that he 
had released too much anti-Communist material to the news- 
papers in connection with the arrest of Britt Webster, accused 
of murdering anti-Communist John Reilly in 1935. If Fitts 
had not beaten this move, the State’s case against John Reiley’s 


Fitts. 
show 


killers and the anti-subversive activities probe would have 
folded immediately. 
7 + x 
OOR PM—now the New Masses and the Daily Worker are 
kicking the paper’s tender spot they once kissed. Now 
they’re saying PM is worse than The New Leader, a Social 
Democratic plot against American journalism. No wonder 


Ralph Ingersoll prefers the quiet of Londen to his editorial 
office! 

The general exodus from PM continues. Robert Bliss, 
assistant to the publisher, has resigned, and Margaret Bourke- 
White, who took those darling pictures of the Soviets in action, 
also has resigned to return to Life magazine, which she left 
to jein PM last spring. Reports that PM will shortly become 
a weekly are premcture. 

UR idea of nothing is the circulation stunt of Scribner’s Com- 
mentator, the 
Colonel Charles A. 


magazine which will send two copies of 


you 
Lindber I 





with every new 














subseription. The Commentator is another of the group which 
has a “peace” policy tying it to American Friends of Herr Hitler. 
* * Pa 

AS we revealed some columns back the Communist Party will 
exploit Armistice Day with a seri f rallies throughout the 

nation sponsored by the American Peace Mobilization, one of the 

outfits the C.P. recent rolled off the belt i frront-making 

factory over on 13th Street (Stalinite headquarters) 

Already the New York war-horses a being trotted out for 
the occasion, Mike Quill, Ja Me Mic} chairman of the Amer- 
ican Youth Congress, Bella Dodd of the Teac focal 5, and 
Ci College Walter Neff. who Kes to t r < self as the 
executive secretary of the New York Council of the A ican 
Peace Mobilizati 

* * * 
Ne SON A. ROCKEFELLER is or f those bright young 
aire who wants t with 
the fur Is] his grand dad pulled out of the oil fie Being the son of 
in ( nate he be i s—like those 
whic he car co é N Y I i tween 
emselve d | , 
\é ) I Sa al OD 0 
Then why does Nelson jeopardize his reputation and that 
of his division, which is close to the Defense Commission, by 


{rt 


easily 


im 
as fellow- 


the 


Film Library—an 
identified 
curator of 


permitting his Museum of Modern 
portant center 


Richard Griffith is the 


to be run by those 


tourists? new assistant 


Film Library. He was appointed by Iris Barry, we understand 
from seurces close to the Museum, to take the place of the 
Soviet-trained Propaganda Commissar Jay Leyda. Levyda, it 
will be recalled, served as curator for four years, practically 
every since he left Moscow, until last July, when Miss Barry, 
the curator, was compelled by public opinion to relieve him 
of his job. 
Py t y Mr. ¢ »f- 
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England 


LASGOW (Passed by the 

Scottish Labor Party held its 
city, and although there were resolutions on every con- 
ceivable problem under heaven, not a single pacifist or “peace 
by negotiation” proposal was submitted to the conference. 
The war has been brought to our own door-steps, indeed it 
is well over the hearth-stone in many of our }omes. And 
yet at a representative conference of Scottish wo kers—in 
fact, the only representative gathering of workers possible 
north of the Tweed—representing «all the trade unions, co- 
operative societies and 30,000 individual members of the 
Labor Party, there was not a single anti-war speech or 
resolution submitted to the conference. 

This is more significant than even its plain statement 
suggests. It is simply a reflex of changes that have taken 
place in working-class politics in this country since the col- 
lapse! of France. It can be seen elsewhere; the anti-war 
parties have dropped all their anti-war propaganda. In its 
place they have substituted demands for more and more 
shelters to protect the people from the Nazi bombs. 


* * e 





Censor). — Recently the 
annual conference in this 


VEN left wing Sociali who were reeently declaring 

that money spent on : shelters that 
it was creating a war psychology, hitching the labor move- 
ment to the war chariot; even these high-principled pacifist 
Socialists are demanding deeper shelters. And they will 
brook no delay in their provision, nor complain of the cost 
of them. 

When we ask these new-found 
proof shelters, would they be prepared to spend some money 
in the provision of fighter planes that would blow the Nazi 
bombers out of the 


eee aisltavgentcnmeaii 


iv-raid was waste; 


enthusiasts for bomb- 


x. 
Roe sae: 


in London they cali it homes. 
France 
rere" 


HE New World, the United States, the 
Anglo-Saxon world, constitute in a most lit- 
eral sense, the last trench of liberty. Were this ing of 
line of- defense to disappear, there would be no is not 
forge left in. the world to whom enslaved man- 
kin@.coduld appeal for help and upen whom it a 
could rest its hopes. 

France, which hus stood in the consciousness 
of Europe as the personification of the Rights of 
of Man, lies crushed at the feet of the ruthless 
conqueror, awaiting the fate Hitler may finally 
impose upon her. Will he swallow her whole 
or ofly in part? 

It is a great mistake to imagine that 
conquest of France is merely another 
such as the seizure of Czechoslovakia, Poland, 
Norway, Holland, Belgium. 

In all these countries Hitler had to be satis- 
fied with mere physical domination, technical 
subjugation and economic spoilation. The 
of France is something quite different. the 

' . Tt is 


THE 


Hitler’s 


victory, cept the 


case 


O be sure, Hitler has enriched himself cnor- 

mously by defeating France. He is stripping 
her of everything that useful in his 
economy: food supplies, 
rial, fuel, soap, textiles, 
as if he were organizing 
range basis and not merely on the temporary 
basis of an armistice. France is the only one 
of the congucred countries with whom Hitler 
has succeeded in concluding an agreement upon its 
which the Vichy government occasionally sup- 
ports itself, to which it can appeal. 

This has led to the fiction that, unlike the 
situation created by the Versailles Treaty, the 


South America 


Fi ance 
may be maineu 
and 
libraries. 


war 
He behaves 


long- 


arms 


gist of 
Joseph de 


Europe on a 


phere of 


“Peace” and 


conqueror does not dictate to the vanquished, 
and that there is some sort of a free understand- It 
two sides; in 
ruling 
not a “motorized Attila,’ as Blum puts it, but 
successful, 
gained the right, by physical and moral] force, 
to dictate to his own people and to the whole 
Europe. 


conspirators of 
who, contrary to tl] 
tary authorities, 
of Dunkirk, General Blanshard, hastened to ac- 
conditivu.s of the 
tually done more for Hitler than the outright 
traitors on the right and on 
and at the bottom 
of the military command and the Communists 
and deserters in the lower ranks, who opened 
road to 
essential to 
the second thing to be kept in mind—between 
and 
what they have always been for the last 
mate- 150 years, and the 
The outstanding and 
reaction in 
Maistre, 
hostility to the great 
lution because of a justifiable revulsion against 
excesses, 
to inspire the reactionaries of all nations and 
peoples, who fervently fail to 
in yielding to reaction they are merely repeat- 
ing strange and old ideas and are giving to the 


THE NEW 


New British Communists’ Drive for 
“Peoples’ Gov’t Fizzles”’ 


tell us we are simply engaging in an imperialist war. So our 
little left wing ILL.P.-Communist groups appear to have no 
policy for keeping Hitler’s bombing planes from our towns 
but want us buried in the earth far enough to save us from 
the bombing. 

Tunnels, basements and other deep shelters, while they 
offer a degree of safety from bombing, present other serious 
dangers to health. So that it is about the most insane atti- 
tude in the world to allow the Nazi planes to get to our 
shores unhampered and then rely on the depth of our shelters 
for safety. 

But the significant thing is that while the Nazi is at the 
door, and there is a danger of invasion, with the threat of 
Britain being reduced to the level of a fascist colony, all 
talk of peace, appeasement or surrender has vanished from 
policies of the left wing. 

+ + . 

HIS is not to say there are no left wing groups or poli- 

cies within the Scottish Labor Party, or that all the 
pacifists in the party have been converted. Far from it. 
But simply that left wing policies have taken a different 
direction. 

A leading pacifist M.P. at the conference contented him- 
self with demanding that the Government be asked to state 
its war aims. And even these, he indicated, he only wanted 
to be stated in terms of general principles and not in any 
detail. The same gentleman insisted that the Labor Ministers 
had fully justified the confidence placed upon them because, 
as a result of their efforts, our ability to stop an invasion 
had been immeasurable improved. 

Labor Party Women’s groups are engaged in a variety 
of efforts to provide comforts for the service men. Many 
of the groups that were formed to help the Spanish people 
are today collecting and knitting for our own boys engaged 
in the same fight. One or two women’s branches have or- 
ganized soldiers’, sailors’ and air-men’s canteens, at which 
food is provided at nominal prices, and given free if the 
lad is without money. 

Last night I visited one’ of these canteens at Greenock. 
I met Belgian, Swedish and English, seamen, all of whom 
had trade union connections in their home towns. They sat 
down to supper under a gigantic banner with a picture of 
Keir Hardie and bearing the legend: “Socialism Is the Hope 
of the World.” 

It was announced that I would speek on Socialism and 
the War in an adjoining hal], and so | had an international 
audience of anti-fascists brought together by virtue of the 
canteen facilities provided by the Women’s Committee. 

Thus is the work of the Labor Party continued under 
difficult circumstances. But it is heartening work. There is 
a wholesome feeling in the movement that we are engaged 
in vital activity necessary to the rebuilding of the world 
along democratic Socialist lines. Whatever differences exist 
between sections of the party, all are united in the need 
to crush the fascist enemy. 


Political Sands of 


LEADER af’ 


c= Nazi-Communist friends are engaged in a new propa- 

ganda stunt. The anti-war policy went flop with the 
collapse of France and the danger of invasion. The “Men 
of Munich Must Go” campaign followed. It was succeeded 
by a feverish revival of an old enthusiasm—friendship with 
Soviet Russia. As though the objection to such a friend- 
ship was Britain. 

This was quietly dropped when workers began to suggest 
to the propagandists that the best place to preach that 
doctrine was in Moscow, where the Hitler-Stalin friendship 
was the obstacle. Then for a spell we were treated to off- 
handed declarations that Russia would not be found fighting 
for British imperialism. 

Now a new version of the Popular Front has taken the 
field to do duty as a policy. It is a demand for a “People’s 
Government,” which is expected to remedy all outstanding 
grievances and insure a “People’s Peace,” whatever that is 
these days. 

I am not able to enlighten my American readers on what 
this new policy is based. To all my enquiries as to who are 
the people whose special government has to achieve all these 
things, I can get no coherent reply. What it is not is easier 
explained. Indeed, all the propaganda on the matter centers 
around what it isn’t. 

Let me try to state the case as I have just read it in 
several Communist publications. A ‘People’s Government” 
is not a government of the old parties. It has nothing in 
common with the capitalist Liberal and Tory parties; the 
Labor Party, and particularly the labor leaders, are anathema 
to the new people’s “saviors.” 

Needless to say, the LL.P., Trotskyist and counter- revo- 
lutionary, according to Stalin, is an enemy too. The “People’s 
Government” is to be elected by the real rank-and-file, the 
revolutionaries who have been tricked and betrayed by their 
leaders. These simple dupes of all the parties have to receive 
a large ration of Nazi-Communist understanding and follow 
honest revolutionary leaders to elect the “People’s Govern- 
ment,” which has the magie power to lay all things at the 
feet of those who believe. 

Please don’t ask the names of these leaders, it is a great 
secret. Indeed, the leaders will just magically arise to do 
the job in response to the demand of the newly enlightened 
revolutionary proletariat. Will the “People’s Government” 
tight Hitler, or make peace with him? It will neither fight 
or appease the Nazi-fascist enemy. It will establish a 
“People’s Peace.’ 

In addition to establishing this special peace, we are 
assured that it will also provide deep shelters for the working 
class. Don’t ask me why. 

And if there are still any anomalies in: the Old Age 
Pensions Act, it will remedy them. Friendship with Russia, 
the panacea of all ills, will be guaranteed. 

. ' r 
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O promote this policy, several great rallies have been 
held throughout the country. One has just been held in 


Vichy 


Shift With Nazi Pressure 
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including the tinguished Russian 
armistice, have ac- 
from France. He 
the left, on top 
the Fascists and Cagoulards 


and _ political 


Hitler. ment. He was the 


differentiate—and this is 


the French people, who have 
regime of France. 
most influential ideolo- 
France and remains 
Educated in the atmos- 
French Revo- 


present 
was Blum. 
de Maistre continues to this day 


“nderstand that 





world nothing new or original. 

was de Maistre who declared: “We 
want counter-revolution; we want the contrary 
revolution 
was algo the author of the mistaken 
structive thesis that “every people deserves the 
Ever since then peoples 


— The Prisoners ofVichy— 


ROFESSOR MARK 
is a dis- 
So- 
cialist who has just ar- ; 
rived in this country the 
is a : 
noted authority on social 
problems 
and a veteran of the Rus- 
sian revolutionary move- 
secretary 
Russian Constituent Assembly, dissolved by 
the Bolsheviks in January, 1918, and is the 
re- author of many books and articles dealing is 
with the Russian Revolution and problems 
of international politics and economics. 
Among his works is a biography of 


Until his recent flight from France, neces- 
sitated by the advance of Hitler armies into 
the country, Professor Vishniak was editor 
of the noted magazine “Sovremyonnye Za- 
piski,” published in Paris. He is one of the 
outstanding journalists and publicists in the 
international Socialist movement. 
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For a 
South America 


whon 
settlement 
good many 


lmereial 


outlook, we have steadfastly refused to 
our products. If a South American manu- 
newly ordered machinery painted 
patriotic colors, he got what the regular factory colors 
took the business elsewhere, 

grown 


all our modern 
merchandise 
facturer wanted his 
were, or he 


to taking the business 


has 


where. The Germans and Japanese, the latter particu- 
larly, will go to any pains to give the customer what he 
wants. If the customer wants his machines painted with 
Walt Disney characters, he gets them that way. It is true 
that the Japanese merchandise is inferior. It is also true, 
but not as well publicized, that our own manufacturers 


REACHING FOR THE 
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governments, 
temporary regimes with the eternal interests of to 
a nation, the creators of all sorts of upheavals 


ND today when she is again passing through 

another of the many reactions in her his- 
tory, great, noble, beautiful France is experi- 
effects of de 
hypocrisy, de- 
generate defeatism, coupled with a 
chauvinism and contemptible national racialism 
—everything that characterizes the contrary of 
ascribed not to 
government at Vichy, but 
to France as a whole, to the French people, to 
their psychology, history, social customs and 


The fact is that France can no more be iden- 
tified with Laval and Petain than Stalin with 
We can even 

similar re- 
gime elsewhere, the present French government 
way 
the people. The people were silent—they fought, 
surrendered or retreated—when the conspirators 
what 
revolution,” 
was in reality a typical coup d’etat, concocted 
behind the scenes and, later, legalized by the 
National Assembly acting in the bewilderment 
and panic that had gripped its majority. 

The royalist General Weygand won at Bor- 
deaux the victory he could not achieve along 
and 
It required only five days of defeat for the mili- 
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By Jack Davis 


Glasgow City Councillor 


Scotland. They take the form of all-in conferences; in Scot- 
land they are called “conventions,” to the movement 
association with the early religious reformers and pioneers, 
The Scottish convention, according to the British miniature 
There were 450 delegates 


give 


Pravda, was a tremendous success. 
from all over the country. 

An analysis of the organizations represented shows no 
Labor Party branches, and only 39 “other organizations.” 
Suppose, charitably, that this represented 39 local Labor 
parties. It certainly does not, of course. But there are 265 
local Labor parties in Scotland, as well as 180 ward asso- 
ciations and 74 constituency parties in the Scottish Labor 
Party. And this does not count the larger burgh and county 
organizations. 

So the tremendous upsurge of the “deluded proletariat” 
has not happened in Scotland. A week before they buried 
the late, lamented “Popular Front,” our Communist friends 
could rally double the affiliations here recorded. But there 
is another day coming and with it will come another 
bright idea. 


The children contribute their 
making guns. 


By Prof. Mark Vishniak 


Petain, 
was lost 
and that it was necessary France 
without delay to the mercy of the victor. The 
greatest military like great countries 
as a whole, have than suffered de- 
feat. Defeat is misfortune, tragedy, 
catastrophe, but it need not always be shameful. 
But we cannot apply any characterization other 
than shameful to the bedlam, absolutism, denial 
of themselves and of their past, betrayal of their 
own cause and of their erstwhile allies and only 
friends that have the activity of the 
Vichy government. 

We say this 
the activities of that 
by the 
placate the mob thirsting for a chance to cru- 


Weygand and 
eause of France 
to surrender 


leaders, headed by 


that the 


tary 
declare 


leaders, 
more once 


always 


rancorous 
marked 
fact whether 


government are motivated 


desire to please the 


regardless of the 
conqueror or to 


cify those whom it considers as the responsible 
authors of the calamity. 

The 
right 
fused to surrender 


Italian 
when it 


press was unfortunately quite 
declared: the Germans had re- 
their Kaiser Wilhelm to the 
victors while the French hastened to repudiate 
and to publicly their 
Gamelin, Daladier, who appointed him, Renaud 
who Daladier, etc. But the respon- 
sibility which the Italian press seeks to place 
upon France and upon the French people be- 
longs to the government supporting itself, not 
upon public opinion, but upon the sufferance, 
help and sympathy of the foreign conqueror. 
On the day when Hitler and his’ agents order 
Laval’s government to 


bound to 
condemn Generalissimo 
later 
succeeded 


only dis- 


to Paris. go, it will not 
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By Thomas C. McClary 


Former Assistant Editor of the Literary Digest 
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RAPHAEL ABRAMOVITCH 


Labor Hails 
Abramovitch 
At Sixty 


By MARK KEFALY 
Member of the foreign delegation 
of the Russian Social-Democratic 
Party, member of the 
Executive Committee of the All- 
Russian Trade Union Fe deration, 
and former general-secretary of 
the All-Russian Printers Union 


Jormer 


HE ‘tragic events of the last 

months did not permit the in- 
ternational Labor and Socialist 
movement to celebrate the sixtieth 
anniversary of a leader of the 
Zussian and European’ Labor 
movements, Raphael Abramovitch. 

His birthday coincided with the 
fall of France, and with the 
catastrophe which the European 
Labor and Socialist movement has 
uffered. But Raphael Abramo- 
vitch is now with us in America, 
and if it is not 
European labor movement to cele- 
brats 


wa are 





possible for the 


this occusion, we in Amer- 
happy to welcome this 
courageous leader to the shores 
of this free country and to mark 
his sixtieth anniversary. 

ot the sixty years of his life, 
Raphael Abramovitch has given 
forty years to the cause of free- 
dom, democracy, and Socialism. 
When he was not quite nineteen, 
he became a member of the Rus- 
sian’ Social Democratic movement 
and devoted himself completely 
to the revolutionary movement of 
Russia. In 1899 he 
leader of the underground move- 
Jewish laboring 






became a 


ment among the 
n excellent orator, an 


evandist, full 





masses. 
extraordinary pro} 
of energy and idealism, he gained 
the confidence of tens of thou- 
sands of workers and he led them 
in the strug Russia 
from the yoke of Tsarism. 


‘ole to free 


In 1905 he was elected as a 
member of the Central Committee 
of the Bund (the Jewsih Social 
Democratic organiza Rus- 
Then followed a long series 


tion of 





sia). 
of arrests, many years in prisons, 
and the relent 
the Tsarist government. But noth- 
ing could break the spirit and the 
hope of this revolutionist. From 
Russia to the othe: 


less persecution of 


one end of 
he carried the message of So- 


¢cialism, and his name became 


known to hundreds of thousands 
of people in Russia. 

The Revolution of 1917 brought 
Raphael Abramovitch from Swit- 
zerland to Petrograd, and in a 
short time he became the leader 
of the Russian Social! Democratic 
movement. With Julius Martoff 
and Theodor Dan he took an 
part in the 
free, 
were 





active and leading 
first nine months of the 
democratic Russia. Those 
the most exciting and dangerous 
months of the Russian Revolution. 
Unremittingly and without com- 
promise, Raphael Abramovitch 
fought to stem the Bolshevik on- 
slaught, for a free, democratic 
Russia. Together with all other 
active spokesmen of the Russian 
Social Democratic movement he 
became the target of attack on 
the part of the Bolshevik govern- 
ment after its advent to power, 
but this did not subdue the spirit 
of Raphael Abramovitch. From 
the walls of the Cheka prison 
he raised his voice against the 
vieious measures of the Bolshevik 
government and against the ter- 
ror that they spread throughout 
Russia. 

In 1920 the Central Committee 
of the Social Democratic Party 
sent Raphael Abramovitch and 
Julius Martoff as delegates to 
Western Europe, they 
established the official paper of 
Democratic 


Socialist Messen- 





where 


the Russian Social 
movement, The 
ger, which has been published un- 
interruptedly for the last twenty 
years, under Abramovitch’s guid- 
ance. 

Soon after his arrvial in West- 
ern Europe he became a 
tributor to many newspapers and 


con- 





magazines, and one of the most 
Exec- 
utive Committee of the Labor and 
Socialist International. The quin- 
rk of Raphael 


respected members of the 
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tessence of all the wo 





Abramovitch those twenty 
vear's was to clarify the character 
of the Russian Revolution and 
the consequences of the Bolshe- 
vik policic H has addressed 
hundreds of eetings, in 

important city of the con 

He analy red the suicida politics 





of the Communists and proved to 
the laboring people of Europe the 
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By ARCHIBALD MacLEISH 

HE issue before the American people 1s not a political issue, 

nor an issue to be decided in a political campaign. It is an issue 
between the American people and themselves, and it involves the 
vitality and resources of the American soul. 

These, I am well aware, are large and ornate words. They are 
words which a man would have used at the risk of his reputation 
for sincerity a dozen months ago. But they are words which none 
of us can help but use today. History, not rhetoric, has put them 
in our mouths. History has shown us at late last that the issue 
which divides our time is far more than an issue between armed 
forces. History has shown us that it is an issue between worlds: 
an issue which depends more surely on our souls than on our weap- 
ons: an issue which no nation can avoid. 

Specifically and precisely, history has made plain to us a fact 
we had refused before to see—the fact that the enemy which attacks 
us not with planes alone or tanks alone or arms, but with the 
violence of belief. And the issue which the people of this . -untry 
face, the issue which lies between this people and itself, is the issue 
whether or not those who believe in democracy—those specifically 
who believe in democracy in the United States—ecan bring against 
the violence and fanatical that invading faith a 
stronger faith, a more resisting ardor of their own. 

Before the Battie of France—a battle which may prove to have 
been more decisive in our own history than in the history of Europe 
—Fascism had seemed to us a force of weapons driven onward by 
the fear of force behind. But in the Battle of France we learned, 
in the words of a manifesto issued by a group of the most distin- 
guished scholars in this country, that the enemy “were stronger in 
arms because they were stronger in heart. It was their fanatical 
faith that gave them wings and fire. It was the singleness of their 
purpose that quickened the spearhead of their march.” In France, 
also, we learned that the weakness of the democracies—the weak- 
ness at least of the democracy which there fell—was not, as we 
had wished to believe, a weakness only in arms, only in mechanical 
contrivances. We learned, in the words of the same manifesto, 
that the blindness of democratic diplomacy and the helplessness of 
democratic strategy were the exiernal symptoms of a decay of the 
men. 

Lipservice to conventional ideals went together with delay and 
evasion. This they called appeasement. It implied that no convic- 
tion is worth fighting for and that the boundaries between good 
and evil had fallen. Military defeat was the embodiment of moral 
abdication. 








obsession of 








* * * 





T was the Battle of France which posed the issue we now face. 

Before that battle we had thor 
in Europe. After it, we knew the war was not in Europe but nearer 
—in the darker and more vulnerable countries of men’s 
And after it we were not c¢ 

But the Battle of 
weighted it—and weighted it against us. 
France we had not understood—as a nation we had not understood 
that the vitality of our democratic faith was put in issue. After 
the Battle of France we feared the issue was already lost. We had 
learned at late last that the war was not, as we had wished to be- 
lieve, a war between European powers which wanted conflicting 
things but a war between human beings who believed conflicting 





zht ourselves spectators of a war 


hearts. 
rtain it was we who were spectators, 
France did more than ssue. It 


pose this i 
Before the Battle of 





things. 

We had learned that the differences of belief were differences 
as to the kind of society in which men should live. We had learned 
hat those who believed in the kind of socicty in which we also 
believe were opposed not only by weapons, not only by machines, 
but by other men who believed, and believed fanatically in the total 
destruction of that society. 


’THE NEW CEADER > 


America’s Defense Depends as Much on Creating 


Intense Faith in Liberty as on Building 


We had found that in the fighting which followed, it was those 
who believed fanatically in destruction who had been stronger 
and those who believed in the society in which we believe who had 
been less strong—less strong not only in their weapons but in their 
devotion to their cause. 

And we had wondered. We had wondered whether the sickness 
of democracy in France would prove to be the sickness of democ- 
racy in every country. We had wondered whether democracy, 
which had been unable to match conviction with conviction and 
certainty with certainty in France would be unable to match convic- 
tion with conviction elsewhere. We still are wondering. We are 
wondering whether democracy in the United States has other 
spiritual weapons than the doubts and misgivings which ten years 


Design for Livin 


HE issue says Archibald Mac- 

Leish was posed to us by the 
fall of France. It will be solved 
not entirely by force of arm: 
but by our ability to build a pas- 
sionate faith in democracy withir 
our own people. 

This war is not so much ¢ 
conflict between nations bound b; 
physical lines, but a war of ideol 
ogies, a war among men who be 
lieve in different conceptions ec 
life and liberty. 

MacLeish’s answer to the Fa- 
seists is the making of democracy more than a melange of effi- 
cient productive systems and a negative conception of freedom. 
It must be a vital democracy, worth living for and worth fight- 
ing for. 

The frenzy Hitler has inculcated in his unfortunate young- 
sters, that frenzy which enables them to march into the muzzle 
of scythe spitting machine gun fire, arm in arm, chanting the 
Horst-Wessel song, that frenzy can only be met by a fervent 
belief in the value of the liberty of mind and spirit. 

Mr. MacLeish is now Librarian of Congress. His progressive 
thinking, his poetry and crusading earned him the enmity of 
America’s Tories. They fought his appointment to the Library 
of Congress, lost and finally conceded his value. 











The accompanying article is based on a speech recently de- 
livered at the annual inauguration of New York Brooklyn Fed- 
eration charity campaign. ..The banquet was held at the Hotel 
St. George. 











of depression and twenty years of scepticism provided for the men 
of France to fight with. 

It is of this fear I write about. It is a fear which exists—and 
which exists in the minds, not of foolish or of frightened people, 
but in the minds of responsible men who love this country as well 
as any of its people love it. 

It is also an understandable fear, for events which all of us have 
witnessed make it understandable. It is not a fear therefore which 
scornful men can put aside, or which demagogues can shout down, 
r which the patriotic societies can suppress with resolutions. It is 
a fear of which we must take account. But it 1s nevertheless—or so 
ut least it seems to me—a fear which rises, first, from an entire 
misconception of the American spirit and the history of the Amer- 
ican spirit; and a fear, secondly, which results from a failure to 
time in its own terms, in its actual 
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understand the issue of ow 








Stalinites Jive It Up in Harlem, 
Or, How Swing Got a Class Angle 


inadequate pay. 


By ANDREW MARVELL 
AZZ and strange bed- 
fellows, stranger perhaps than the 
Moscow-Berlin liaison, but they have been 
brought together by the enterprising gentle- 
men of the Movable Left. 


got you a job. 


revolution are 


to work. 


If this is surprising, let me remind you 
that Communism is 20th century Amer- 
icanism and 20th centnry American music 
is jazz. Now jazz is the property of the 
Negro: the Negro is the property of the 
Communist Party. Ergo: jazz belongs to 
the Communist Party. 


trumpet 


good article, but it 


terrific. A 
suddenly 


It was all something of a break for the 
Comrades. The musical intelligentsia had 
gotten rather tired of discussing such ultra- 
Soviet } 


Songs and 


work. 


ultras of dullness as Jonization or 
Tron Foundry. And here they were 
sented with an intensely interesting, vital, 
and danceable substitute. For the sake of 
the record it was called a cultural awaken- 
ing, a return to American folk sources, 
and privately, a relief. 


the hot jazz 
called Strange Fri 
From out nowhere 
publicity 
Even Samuel 
called the 
Negro race. (A 


pre- 


Now all these things were more or less 
true, but the Party was not’ interested 
primarily in giving its members some 
relaxation. Jazz was a highly valuable 
property in gathering support. It was an 
entering wedge into a section of the popu- 
lation that had remained apathetic to its 
other efforts. A handful of Negro intel- 
lectuals and artists had gone over to the 
C.P., but all the shouting of “black and 
white, unite and fight” had not brought 
the Negro masses in, and the Scottsboro 


little idea of 


agitation seemed to rally only white lib- in by the 
erals. Jazz was to be the means of getting ing. Let me give 
at the body of Negroes. 


: * x as the Duke. 

N jumping on the swing bandwagon, the 

old dicta of the Comintern which threw 
jazz into the dung heap as bourgeois and 
decadent were put aside. Front organiza- 
tions gave dances at Harlem’s Savoy ball- 
room, where the great 
play, and the same crowds that had sat that 
around phonographs Shostako- 
vich turned jitterbug, about in 
their own versions of the Suzi-Q and the 
shag, and all too often they 
young Harlemites by insisting that they 
had no prejudices and were more than 
anxious to have the next dance. The New 
Masses began carrying little 
lectures and record sessions to explain jazz 
And the process of head- 
patting for nice doggies which worked s 
well in TAC was put into effect. 

In this case the process was even simpler. 
Actors are accustomed to a certain amount 
of adulation. They think of themselves as 


claimed that the 
musi¢ Was 


getting 


Was going 





hot orchestras 








discussing 


pi anced 


embarrassed 


notices of 


to the comrades. 
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important people. Even the unsuccessful 
ones have a man . But Negro 
musicians have gotten a dirty deal all 


around as far as bookings, wage scales, 
concerned. You can’t bl 

if they like the who tell t 
great guys and wonderful creative artists 
they are. It’s not 
the company of people who 
work is significant, important, 
not merely a round of scuffling from one 
job to another in return for frequently 


etc., are ame them 


é 
peopk hem what 
strange that they seek 
insist that thei! 
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historic, ¢ 


Now and then these people 
So if it happened that they 
were Communists or sympathizers, maybe 
the Reds had something. 
sponse and immediately the grapevine got 


Frankie Newton, for example, a young 
player of moderate 
soon known as “all right.’ 
an article for the Sunday Worker—not a 
showed that his heart 
was in the proper place—and immediately 
the word was around that he was 
certain 
noted an 


number of 
improvement in_ his 


Billie Holiday, a fine 
blues but 
field, 


inknown 


picked up 


proclaimed her as 
Graffon 
song the Muerseillaise of the 
nickel phone e¢all to the 
people who made the record 
informed him that Billie Holiday has very 
the song 
that Harlem finds it extremely unpopular. 
They don’t need a couple of white boys to 
tell them that lynching 


what 





ALOnc with this came a very subtle but 

persistent smearing campaign against 
refused to be taken 
song and dance they were get- 


Negro musicians who 
you, as a 
example, Edward Kennedy Ellington, known 


Somehow the 


on his own 


highbrow. 


ington had 


against the C.P. in print 

Along with this came the critical bar- 
Jazz was no longer merely music. 
It was a social manifestation of rebellion 
against Jimcrowism, poverty, and the 
repression of the South involvihg the soul 
and the experience of a whole people. Nor 
did it take much literary effort to find here 
the symbols of “the severely ordered 
existence of an oppressed class.” 


rage, 


There was a re- 


talent, was 
He even wrote 


This writer, back in 1937, was searching 
for principles of Marxist dialectic in jazz. 
Hanns Eissler, dabbling in jazz composi- 
tion, went so far as to detect social protest 
and all the other etceteras in the work of 
faymond Scott. For one short effort, 
Langston Hughes gave up bad poetry to 
write bad lyrics for a “blues.” 


really 
reviewers 


singer of popular 


outside of 


something The zenith of this cultural patronage 


it by two of The Boys. was reached in 1938 at a super vaudeville 
columns of newspaper 


show in which s :rtled folk singers were 
dragged up from the South and scrambled 
with such desperate elements as _ profes- 
sional musicians and commercial hot bands. 
They were thrown across the stage of 
Carnegie Hall under the title of From 
Spirituals to Swing, in a benefit for the 
New Masses produced and conceived by 
John Hammond. ‘ 


truly great. 
was taken in and 


would have 


means and 


The main result of this holiday was the 
lionization in Left circles of three gifted 
but intuitive pianists and the inception of 
the boogie woogie fad. (Boogie woogie: a 
highly stylized form of fast blues piano 
characterized by a percussive rolling bass 


horrible.) 


played against contrapantal figures in the 
treble.). The Boogie Woogie Boys may be 
Republicans for all anybody can tell, but 
from then on, the boogie woogie walked 
hand in hand with the class struggle. 


prominent 


quiet voices 


began saying that he had gotten a swelled 

head, he looked down : ‘ 

Along with this, a persistent chorus which HE NEW MASSES benefit led almost 

Duke 

over-sophisticated, he 

It was no coincidence 
expressed 


* “ 


people. 


inevitably t 
ventures: a 


that most anomalous of 
class-conscious night club. I 
mean, obviously, Cafe Society, a stamping 
ground for those members of the Commu- 
nist Party and their traveling friends who 
had enough of ready cash to meet the min- 
imum, But somehow the proletariat never 


was slipping, his 


himself 


A eew found the time to be around. It was ru- 
mored that the C.P. owned a piece of Cafe 
market the Society, and this was fine for business. The 


Cafe opened with the Boogie Woogie Boys, 
Frankie Newton’s orchestra, and Billie 
Holiday. It has done good business ever 
since. Even Elliot Paul, the writer and 
bon vivant, took a roll in the jazz hay, dis- 
playing a tepid Cafe Society 
habitues, 

They such things as Irvin 
Berlin’s God Bless America. It is Tin Pan 
Alley, but through its mawkishness runs a 
genuine strain of 


Stalinites want 
to corner. 





piano for 


sneer at 





sincerity. There is an- 








other so-called patriotic song, however. 
which is a prod i of cyni ism 1 Cor 
nunist Party calculation, the d 
An €7 ca g q 

The history of this song is so shot 
through with ironies that it is worth re 
teliing. The musie was writter one of 
a large crop of mediocre borscht cit t 


Comradely log-rolling has got- 
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composers, 





Vast Arsenal 


terms, rather than the terms in which the 
enemies presents it to us. 

HE actual issue is an issue which puts the vitality of democratic 

faith over against the fanatical destructiveness of Fascism. It 
is an issue which presents the question whether or not democracy 
is still a fighting faith this nation can defend. 

But the issue which the propaganda of our enemies presents to 
us is not this issue. It is not an issue between belief in democracy 
upon the one hand and the frenzy of the Fascists on the other. 
It is an issue between the frenzy of the Fascists on the one hand 
and, on the other, belief in the kind of world men and money and 
machines have built and called democracy. 

It is an issue between the new and iron cause for which the 
Fascists say a people can forget itself and sacrifice itself and go 
without and suffer and if need be die; and, on the other side, a 
world of goods and things and comforts and amusements with noth- 
ing to believe in but more goods, more things. It is the issue which 
the propaganda of Fascism presented to the people of France. And 
it is an issue which, if we accept, we accept also certain and irre- 
trievable disaster. 

For if democracy is not democracy itself but the thing the Fa- 
seists say it is—if democracy is the world of innumerable auto- 
mobiles and the best telephone system on earth and a new gadget 
just around the corner and the radios drivelling on in the hotel 
lobbies eighteen hours out of twenty-four and the simpering legs 
in the magazine advertisements and the simpering voices on the 
movie screen and the hundreds of thousands of miles of roadside 
billboards with the billboard faces and the ten millions of unem- 
ployed waiting for the next boom; then democracy cannot survive 
attack for democracy is not a cause that men will fight for. 

Those who, calling themselves defenders of democracy, are will- 
ing to accept the issue in these terms—those who, calling them- 
selves defenders of democracy, are willing to undertake to defend 
democracy along the line chosen for them by the propaganda of 
their enemies—those who, calling themselves defenders of democ- 
racy, are willing to say that democracy is heaps of goods and pues 
of things and ways of making money, and that the fighters for 
democracy are fighters for these treasures—those who take the 
issue in these terms are honest men perhaps but foolish men and 
who have not very well considered. 

For this is not the issue. Democracy has never been and is 
not now and never can become a way of trade, a world of goods, 
a heap of products—whether those products are of gold or steel or 
corn or silk or what-not: whether the trade is large or small or 
free or planned or neither. And only a very foolish man—only a 
man who had no understanding of the word, or what it was, or 
what it had been—would take the issue in these terms and let his 
enemies compel him to defend, not the dream of freedom in the 
mind, not the way of freedom to ward the future,.but things already 
made, systems established, ways of trading, heaps of goods piled up. 

The true issue is not this issue; and democracy itself is not the 
world that men and money and machines built in the nineteenth 
century and called democracy. The real issue is an issue to be 
fought in the hard and stony passes of the human spirit—the strict 
Thermopylaes of time where even if a man is killed he cannot die. 

And democracy itself is neither things, nor goods, nor fatness 
and indifference and an empty heart but winter on the Massa- 
chusetts Bay and cold at Trenton and the gunfire in Kentucky and 
the hungry ground. The real issue is an issue between the frenzy 
on the one side of a herded, whipped-up, crowd-begotten causggand 
on the other side the single man’s belief in liberty of mind and 
spirit, and his willingness to sacritice his goods and comforts and 
his earnings for its sake. 


propaganda of our 











« (The second and concluding section of Mr. MacLeish’s article 
will appear in next week’s issue of The New Leader.) 


Dixie Sentiment Forces 


Politicos Into FDR Fold 


By DAVID G. GEORGE 

ICHMOND, Virginia—Given a semi-normal state of 

world affairs, the South would have by no means been 
safe for Roosevelt this year. Even in the “solid” States, 
where approval of the New Deal is most universal, the dis- 
franchisement of three-fourths of the people by the vicious 
poll tax would have left the electoral decision in the hands 
of a minority, dominated by special interests hostile to re- 
form and social progress, which would doubtless have 
thrown to the Republican candidate at least as many States 
as were carried by Hoover in 
1928. 

But Hitler and his colleagues 
have erased any such possibility. 
The Southern 
sensed the realities of the inter- 
national threat to civilization and 
the hopes of mankind. They were 
so hostile to Mussolini in 1935 
that it was not entirely a joke 
when restaurants specializing in 
Italian food advertised “real Ehti 
opian spaghetti.” They were so 
overwhelmingly pro-Loyalist dur- 
ing the Spanish Civil War that 
even the reactionary Senator Byrd 
of Virginia was impelled to si 
a Congressional message of greet- 
ing to the Spanish Cortes. 

From the beginning of the pres- 
ent World War the South has 
been in the forefront of the drive 
for aid to the democracies, for 
preparedness, 





was developing in the world and 
tried constantly to rouse the coun- 
try from its ostrich-dream of iso- 
long ago lation. 


people 


HE Southern realize 

that. during the past seven 
years, they have been moving for- 
ward steadily. There has been no 
sensational advances in business, 
agMiculture or industrial develop- 
ment, but real steps are distinctly 
perceptible to every unbiased ob- 
server, 

While still largely a rather in- 
articulate kind of “economic In- 
dia,” the South feels that under 
the friendly guidance of an ad- 
ministration which admits its im- 
portance to the Nation, it is win- 
ning its way back toward a status 
of equality. It is not only pro- 
Allied and anti-Totalitarian as a 
result of inherent convictions. It 
is also fighting mad because the 
dictators threaten to reverse the 
wheels. of progress just as Dixie 


h 
las 


people 
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and even for direct 

Imost simultane- 
ously, Senator Carter Glass, ma- 
chine reactionary; Virginia State 
Comptroller Leroy Hodges, liberal 
advocate of poll tax repeal; Bish- 
op James Cannon and various Re- 
publican leaders advocated a dec- 
laration of war on Germany in 
the Spring. They — and similar 
personages throughout the South 
—reflected the 


intervention. 


begun once more to see the 
hope, health and plenty. 
Spiritually, the South is already 
at war with the dictators. The 
Lee’s men feel as 
front-line defenders 
in England and China. 
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: hie y aspire not only to stop the 
popular majority that « across dictators, but also to “end this 
all class lines war business for good.” They 

grasp vaguely still — at the 

[' WAS not accidental that dream of a World Union to fol- 
preparedness iders] came low which will insure lasting 
largely from suc Southerners peace and make possible an equi- 
as Senators Pepper of Florida; table world order in which all 
3vrnes of South Carolina and Lee s may share the good 
of Oklahoma. Nor did anyone in of the earth. The “pecu- 
Dixie n congressional southern sense of dual- 
vote o1 which showed nz (No more peculiar 
ynly thre rs from the the Scotch and Welsh, 
Confeder n oppositio marked as that of 
“Cottor fs navians and Basques) 
lina | 1 ce Southern people par- 
due to hatred of anything advo- rly receptive to the idea of 
cated by Roosevelt. a broader federation of free 

Along this univ il 

sentiime 1 respe iY 2 country still 
affair ere has also been a wide- struggling to recover from the 
pread tr r e leadership of evastation of a war fought in 
President Roosevelt which tran- their fields and towns, and to ease 
scends factic es drawn as a_ the ke of economic servitude 
result « sag ‘ ‘ do- yn em by the financial 
me TI ntin ! f military conquerors, 
Southe I rhe the people of Dixie keenly appre- 
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Political Sands of Vichy 


Shift With Nazi Pressure 


(Continued from Page Four) 
appear but it will not find a single voice or 
a single hand raised in its defense. 

The French people have in no way deserved 
their present government, guided by a political 
fixer and speculator and ornamented by Mar- 
shal Petain, whose shoulders are bent with age 
and political ignorance. Even when alone with 
himself Laval could never possibly consider 
himself as the providentially-chosen and indis- 
pensable savior and leader of France. And 
General Weygand, who had promised everything 
and did nothing, whose succession to Gamelin 
was marked by nothing but defeat and who 
emerged as the chief of a crushed army, cer- 
tainly had no right to claim the role of heroic 
leader of the nation. There being no others to 
play the part, Marsha] Petain was extracted 
from the archives as the hero of Verdun to 
meet the purpose. 

The French people were absent when the 
“national revolution” took place and the Petain- 
Laval government was established. The French 
people were still silent. If the coup d’etat were 
truly a “nationa] revolution” it would be neces- 
sary to deny the basic characteristics of the 
French people; it would be necessary to main- 
tain that the French people believed in parlia- 
mentary plutocracy, in the suppression of indi- 
vidual liberty, in Anglophobia, anti-Semitism, 
in the hypocritical] reaffirmation of basic capi- 
talist principles. All these things are being 
copied slavishly by the present regime in France 
from Hitler Germany, Fascist Italy and “na- 
tionalist” Spain. They have nothing in com- 
mon with the mind and soul of the people of 
France. 

* * * 

Bt what has appeared in other countries as 

tragedy is taking place in joyous, noble, 
humane France as a peculiar farce. Petain or 
the more realistic Laval in the role of a French 
“fiihrer,” “duce,” or “cadillo” cannot be taken 
seriously by a single Frenchman who retains 
a grain of humor and any capacity for laughter. 
The constant disturbances and uncertainty— 
usual accompaniments of a _ rotten regime 
doomed to fall—that have marked the life of 
the Vichy government, constitute one of the 
many evidences of the transitory character of 
the personal “national” dictatorship modeled 
upon a foreign design. 

The Vichy government has shown strength 
only against its defenseless political opponents. 
The Christian gentlemen and passionate patriot 
Petain fgind the courage, the hatred and the 
thirst for vengeance to imprison the former 
generalissimo and three former heads the 
French government. But he has proved unable 
to defend in any effective measure the interests 
of the French people against the demands of the 
conqueror. 

Nor has his factotum been any more suc- 
cessful. The conditions of the armistice con- 
tinue to be executed as a of “military 
honor” while the rights political opponents 
who disagree with the government are being 
violated in defiance of the decency and honor 
required of a government in its treatment of 
its own people. 

Strange as it may 
government has followed 
he demanded the immediate cessation of the 
“imperialist” war without any regard to in- 
ternal or external circumstances, and called for 
the transformation of the war into a civil war. 
The Vichy government is obeying all the orders 
and instructions of Berlin, even its simplest 
wishes, It uses its fists only against its own 
people. Down with Leon Blum, the agent of 
Churchill! Heil Hitler Germany! 

The only difference between Lenin’s tactics 
and those of the former left-winger Laval (dur- 
ing the last war he was on Roster “B”—sus- 
pected Socialists and. syndicalists subject to 
arrest), is that Lenin turned from democracy to 
the left, toward an alleged Socialism; whereas 
Laval and his government, professing to de- 
nounce capitalism and plutocracy, are tnying to 
move. France to the right, to the personal dic- 
tatorship of the period preceding the Third 


Republic. 
[IX 1935, Laval wrecked the League of Nations 
when he refused to participate in the League's 
economic sanctions against Italy. At that time 
he was doing Mussolini’s work, as he now 
doing Hitler’s in repudiating France’s obliga- 
tions to England in defiance of the fact that 
these obligations had been twice affirmed by 
France and England—upon the request of 
France. 

Laval’s present victory emanates from Hit- 
ler’s and, considering the circumstances, not 
likely to last long. If Hitler should remain 
master of Europe he will find a more appropri- 
ate gauleiter for France. The “Moor” Laval 
—he looks like one—will have done his work 
and will have to go regardless of Petain’s “con- 
stitutional” Decree No. 4, under which Laval 
was designated as his successor. 
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HE Vichy government and all its “constitu- 

tional decrees” are ephemeral, transitory, 
albeit painful phantoms. The present ruling 
circles of France themselves are well aware of 
this The new “constitution” is supposedly sub- 
ject to ratification by the nation and to enforce- 
ment by the Assembly which it is 
create. 

But in all the months that have 
the tragic days that made possible the abolition 
of republican democracy in France and through 
all the changes in the cabinet that have taken 
place, no one has thought of the government ac- 
tually addressing itself to the nation 
ting up any such Assembly as 
the “constitution.” The 
hangs suspended in the 
come of the titanic 
totalitarianism and 

While the armistice was 
there were some 
German reconciliation. 
chievous intriguers wh 
upon the mercy and generosity 
queror. But this illusion is 
dissipated. Discontent is bec 
people are learning by experi 
osity of Hitler and the mercy of 
Soup kitchens for th« 
impression of the treatment accorded 
1,925,000 French prisoners captured 
mans with the telp of Petain and 
and now being drilled daily on a 
A similar process is taking 
occupied portion of France 
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many 
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E may safely assert. on the basis of 

facts, that even in circ! ‘lose to the 
ernment and in t} ent itself, 
are men who rely fo: salvation of 
from the trap into i been 
by the patriots Pet: nd Laval, upon the vic- 
tory of Anglo-Saxcn Even Laval, who 
has been stimulating: Anglophobia 
over the radio, throu -ensored 
by governmental acis. 
caution in dealing with the 
republic and must try to 
States. 

In the situation marked by 
France and of Europe, the United States re- 
mains the super-arbiter, the one authority 
which even the apostates and betrayers of de- 
mocracy and of the Rights of Man do not dare 
defy. 

We may assure the democracy of America 
that it need not despair of European democ- 
racy. It is not dead; it is only critically ill, 
and requires all possible aid. The quicker this 
aid comes the sooner will European democracy 
reawaken to new life. Crushed as she now is, 
France may, nevertheless, repeat the words of 
Clemenceau in February, 1912: 

“We were defeated but we did not submit. 
The living remain true to the dead, We still 
have something to say and to do in the world.” 

For, regardless of everything, the ideas of 
liberty and right, are truly immortal and know 
no national boundaries. 


U. S. Failure 
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Result of Policies 
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continent with his Youth Orchestra. There not 
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government. 
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then, that every South 
his particular et 
ignorance, lack of interest, and 
It seems obvious to him that 
we find his country good enough to make fortunes in, 
but not good enough to live in or visit and study. 

This is something rooting deeper than pure diplomatic 
and hig business relations; something touching the pride 
heart of a people. It presents a busis from which 
misunderstanding and distrust. It can over- 
come only by knowledge and the friendship of large num- 
bers of the private individuals who make up the more 
tangible body politic of nations. 
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AY you area man, with a wife, who has some- 
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business, and that you have an urge to immigrate south. 
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future. 
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of trying 
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man 
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your government for advice, the 
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The term is commonly used at a 
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You would leave with the decided that if 
landed up the beach, needed help, 
could not expect aid from your people, nor get much from 
your government. 

That is probably a very sensible attitude for the govern- 
ment except for disconcerting fact that there 
wasn’t anything for the Germans nor Italians to do when 
they first immigrated, either! But they seem to have 
managed quite well. Just for one thing, they not only 
have their own schools, but in several countries they are 
the dominant influence in the school systems. 

If you were the same young man in Germany or Italy, 
and a reasonably good citizen, your government would go 
to considerable trouble to aid your immigration. It would 
give you the full details on all the countries; advise you 
on what “toe hold” opportunities existed until you got a 
firm footing; discuss with you which countries would offer 
the best opportunit for your inclinations and ex- 
periences; advise you the real value of your money 
at your destination; you to save money on trans- 
portation. 

When you finally immigrated, there would not only 
colonies of your own people, eager to help you get started; 
there would be consuls considering your ultimate success 
as an essential to the fatherland. There would, in several 
countries, be home-owned banks of a semi-paternal nature 
to help you through the first tough years. 

There are certainly opportunities for wide-awake young 
men in South America. Aviation, for one. Small industry, 
for another. And speci: farming and business. There 
is a good field for veterinarians. The women of half a 
South American cities do not wear silk because 
good dry-cleaning establishments in their 
illed labor are urgently needed 
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This Week on the Stage 


ACROSS THE JORDAN 
CABIN IN THE SKY.” 

by Lynn Root. 

Latouche. -MMusic by 

Duke. At the Martin 

It’s a_ star-studded 
holds this cabin. In a 
musical hits, here’s a home run! 
With a galaxy of gay girls, a 
constellation of star performers, 
heavenly choir of Negro voices 
(even when it sings in hell), it 
pours a Big Dipper of am 
episodes and lively lyrics s. Ethel 
Waters’ rendering of “Taking a 
Chance on Love” is the high 
water mark season’s 
singing. 

A neat idea—Negro modernized 
morality play—gives the events 
their plot. Little Joe lies dead 
while Lucifer Jr. and the Lawd’s 
General dispute his soul. While 
their battle seems a tie, Petunia’s 
pious prayers win for Joe six 
more months of life. His conduct 
then is to decide his eternal home. 
And Lucifer’s temptations carry 
us along. 

Man’s chief temptations being 
wealth and women, Lucifer Jr. 
sets a double trap. He has Joe 
win the sweepstakes; and his old 
flame Georgia brings him the 
happy news. Joe is making a 
staunch fight for salvation, but 
he hugs Georgia in delight at his 
fortune. Alas! Petunia comes 
along just then. Of course she 
misunderstands, and drives little 
Joe away. The two women flaunt 
their rivalry in the town cafe; 
and sudden death flames from a 
bad man’s At the Pearly 
Gates, and Joe are re- 
united. 

All this is background 
tertainment that combines 
“Blackbirds” | 
Pastures.” The d: ng 
out is highly spirited, bu 
sprites in the Head Man’ 
in Hades have the swi 
torsos on Broadway. TI 
them around again in tl] 
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luscious Georgia h rself 
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PSYCHOLOGY'S POWER 


“BLIND ALLEY.” By James 
Warwick. At the Windsor. 
This grim and grisly melo 

drama after five 

ye: to discover 
what on in matte 
of the gun moll and her boy. The 
small-time gangster has, in the 
meantime, paled be the career 
of the flaming internation al pub- 
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in the skull. imilar youthful 
quirks account for tl older 
scoundrel. Perhaps we should turn 
Dr. Shelby on Hitler! 
When 30y Hal Wilson 
picks the professor’s house as a 
hideaway, heard of 
psychiatry. By deft coqgees Dr. 
Shelby (wv does the P.M. re- 
view call him Shipley makes 
the criminal look into himself. 
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the New Comedy Hit 
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HOLDS FILM 


en by 89,789 per- 

‘ in the its first four days, 
“Escape” co-starring Norma 
Shearer and Robert Taylor, is off 
to a flying start at Radio City 
Music Hall and is being held a 
second week. 

The photoplay, based on Ethel 
Vance’s exciting best-selling nov- 
el, brings one of the season’s out- 
standing casts to the screen. In 
addition to the two stars, the 
players include Nazimova, star of 
the stage and silent screen, who 
returns to film after an absence 
of nearly fifteen years; Conrad 
Veidt, star of European films; 
Philip Dorn, celebrated Dutch 
actor; Albert and Elsa Basser- 
man, Felix Bressart, Bonita 
Granville, Blanche Yurka, and 
Edgar Barrier. 


ANNIVERSARY SHOW 
AT PARAMOUNT 
Starring Gary 
Madeleine Carroll, and boasting 
a supporting cast headed by a 
long list of stars including Paul- 
ette Goddard, Preston Foster, 
Robert Preston, Akim Tamiroff, 
Lynne Overman, George Bancroft 
and Walter Hampden, Cecil B. De 
Mille’s production in technicolor 
of “North West Mounted Police,” 
is current at the N. Y. Para- 

mount Theatre. 

Glen Gray and the Casa Loma 
Orchestra is there in person attrac- 
tion, with “Red” Skelton, and Al 
Siegel and his sensational new 
singing discovery, Connie Russell. 


LOMBARDO-LAUGHTON 
ON R.K.O. SCREENS 

“The Knew What They Want- 
ed,” the tale of retribution and 
sacrifice with Carole Lombard 
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Norma Shearer and 
Robert Taylor 


in “Escape,” at the 


Music Hall. 


Co-starred 





and Charles Laughton co-starred, 
opens at RKO Manhattan, Bronx 
and Westchester Theatres today. 
This drama of impassioned love 
too deep to know betrayal, too 
strong to feel the sting of shame, 
is the sc creen adaptation of Sid- 
ney Howard’s Pulitzer Prize Play. 
Important supporting roles are 
played by William Gargan, Frank 
Fay and Harry Carey. 
The accompanying 
these RKO Theatres 
cludes the Palace, will be “A Lit- 
tle Bit of Heaven,” a first-run 
scrap-happy comedy starring 12- 
year-old Gloria Jean. 
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Original Ballet Russe Returns to Broadway 
Under S. Hurok’s Auspices 


The season of Russian ballet at 
the 5lst Strect Theatre is con- 
tinued when the Original Ballet 
Russe of Col. W. de Basil opened 

l engagement on Wednesday 
ling, Novy. 6, under the aus- 
. Hurok, and reunites on 
stage four favorite bal- 
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the music of Debussy 
of Georges Chirico. 

The programs beginning Satur- 
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Hundred Kis 
Prince Igor. 
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Ball. 
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Issue at Embassy Newsreel Theatre 
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THEATRE 
PARTIES 


Party Branches an€ sympa- 
thetic organizations are re- 
quested when planning theatre 
parties to do so through the 
Theatrical Department of THB 
NEW LEADER. Phone Algon- 
guin 4-4622 or write to Ber- 
eard Feinman, Manager, New 
Leader Theatrica] Department, 
7 Kast 16th Street, New Yerk. 
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ALP Swings N. Y. 
To New Deal 


(Continued from Page One) 
votes. Validity for this estimate is seen in the 
23,000 votes for Peter Cacchione, Communist 
candidate for Councilman in Brooklyn; this is 
a drop of 50%¢ from two years ago. 

The maintenance of the A.L.P. state-wide 
total represents, therefore, a substantial elec- 
tion gain. A further breakdown into county 
figures illustrates this the Andrew Arm 
strong, running for Borough Fresident, tallied 
130,000 votes, a drop of 10,000 from the 
1938 total, but a gain of 10,009 new votes when 
squared against Cacchione’s vote. In the Bronx, 
Eli Krigers’ 89,000 votes for County Judge was 
a “drop” of 10,000 from the 1938 total, but an 
actual gain when the Communist 
canceled out of the 1938 figures. 

While none of the A.L.P. candidates were 
successful, strong races were made by Louis P. 
Goldberg, who van ahead of the regular A.L.P. 
ticket for the Supreme Court Justiceship of 
Brooklyn, gathering 139,000 votes in Kings 
County and an as yet incomplete total of 176,838 
in the entire judicial District; William Karlin, 
who polled 69,000 votes in Manhattan for the 
General Sessions Judgeship; N. M. Minkoff, who 
tallied 13,045 votes in the 5th Assembly District, 
Bronx; Joseph Tuvim, who received 120,000 votes 
for Councilman in Brooklyn; Jack Altman, who 
polled 50,000 votes in the 
District, Bronx, and many others. 

The left-wingers’ A.L.P. candidates, who ran 
mainly in Manhattan, received uniformly low 
totals. 
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Stalinites Corner 
Jazz Market 


(Continued from Page Five) 
ten him something of a reputation. The 
words were written by John LaTouche, a 
would-be enfant terrible who wrote the 
irtiest varsity show Columbia University 
ever witnessed. He gave up polite obscenity 
when he saw that the class struggle paid 
better dividends. 

Pallad for Americans was written for the 
Federal Theater’s Sing for Your Supper 
ind died with the a lucky ac- - 
ciden tin the form of the CBS Pursuit of 
Happiness program gave it a new break. 
was a radio show that followed the 
line step by step and employed as 
as possible of the Party’s trained 
se So, with the always on the 
Negro vote, Paul Robeson (who had seen 
the future and loved it in the USSR) was 
presented in the super-patriotic opus amid 
ui fanfare from the publicity department. 
This changed the decadence of LaTouche 
into sterling idealism overnight. 

It brought Robeson a repeat shot on the 
Pursuit of Happiness and rated a Tibbett 
verformance on the Ford hour, where the 
anti-labor W. J. Cameron 
as a fitting answer to the Red 
America. 
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luring the campaign by Tammany Hall, which 
ioped that the organizational vote would result 


in its repeal, was upheld by the electorate, 
72,000 to 565,000. The Labor Party was a 


trong factor in this vote, 
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Pa. Laborites, Socialists 

Mourn Simon Libros 
More than 1,000 

from the Labor and Socialist 


persons 


movement of Pennsylvania 
gathered on Sunday, October 
27th, to pay their final tribute 
to Simon Libros, noted So- 
cialist and Labor figure who 
died from a heart attack last 
week. 

To the Labo 
movement 


and Socialist 
Libros was a 


friend, counselor and leader. 
He was active in the Socialist 
movement for over 40 years. 
He served the party as a 
soapboxer, lecturer and exec- 
death he 


secretary of the Philadelphia 


utive. At his was 
Labor Forum, and a member 
of the Social Democratic Fed- 
eration. ‘ 

Simon Li- 
missed by the 
Philadel- 


stressed in 


The theme that 


bros will be 


labor movement of 


phia was the 


funeral orations of H. Berger 


and Joseph E. Cohen. 


Simon Libros is survived 


by his wife Jennie and a 





| sixteen-year-old son, John. 








Six Exile Armies Ready 





NATIONAL 


cidly 


the Jewish Socialist Verband, and 


OCI AL DEMOCRATS from coast to coast worked splen- 
in the campaign and rejoice in the victory of 
President Roosevelt. Over 60,000 leaflets were printed by 
the national offices of the Social Democratic Federation and 
distributed in 
twenty states. Many hall and outdoor meetings were held 
by the various city campaign committees, as well as radio 
broadcasts, canvassing, etc. A huge rally closed the Phila- 


(Continued from Page Three) 
and their air units, 
stantly reinforced by Poles from 
other take their toll of 
the Germans over the Reich and 
over London. One Polish squadron 
alone, in the three months 
of the battle of Britain, brought 
down more than 120 enemy planes. 


coast, con- 


nations, 


some 


first 





lelphia campaign at the Labor 
Lyceum last Sunday with Berger, 
Chanin, Claessens and 


Hall. 
plate. For 


Reservations are $2.25 per 
reservations, get in 


now consists of 


three modern 


The Polish navy 


) 
y two submarines, 
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Hamlin as speakers. 

PHILADELPHIA, Pa.-—August 
Claessens speaks on “The Demo 
cratic Way of Life’? at the Debs 
Schoo] of Social Science, 415 S. 
19th St., Friday, Nov. 15, at 
8:30 p. m. 


NEW YORK CITY 
City Central Committee meets 
Wednesday, Nov. 13, at 8:30 p. 
m. City Executive Committee on 
Nov. 20. 
Anita Brenners speaks on “The 
Struggle for Latin America” on 


Monday, Nov. 11, 1:30 p. m., at 


the Womer Afternoon Class« 
at the Rand School, 7 East 15tl 
Se. Clas n Pu Ss g 
lows at 3:50 p.m. Esther Fried- 


man, instructor, 


Banquet to celebrate the first 
anniversary of the Isidore Cohen 


Furriers Branch of the S.D.F. 
and the 40 years of activity i? 
the Socialist ent of Ce 
rade Wolf Weiner, to be held 
Saturday. Nov. 25, at Beethov« 


(Continued from Page Five) 
anti-democratic and a 
characted of Bolshevism. If Eu- 
rope understands the tragic role 
of Bolshevism, Abrvamo- 
vitch coniributed to that to 


ti-Socilailst 





Raphael 
has 
a great extent. 

He became the target 
attacks on the part of 
munists in Russia ¢ 
When in 1931 
of the first of 





iaged one 





his famous demon- 


stration trials for local and for- 
eign consumption, he chose Ra- 


phael Abramovitch as the central 
target. 
But this 
torment R:z ‘ 
When the Civil 
Spain, Abramovitch’s sor 


not enough 
Abramovitch 
War broke out il 
Mark, 


a courageous and idealistic young- 








volunteered and joined the 
Army of Spain. At 


tiooded with 


ster, 
Republican 
that time Spain 
the OGP! 
almost completely controlled the 


Re yub 


was 


agents oft and Stalir 





policies of the §S 


lican government. Since they 





¢ LITTLE BLUE BOOKS 


~ Send posteard free caia- 
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L logue. Phousands f bargain 
-S Address HALDEMAN-JULIUS 
“ cCo., Catalogue Dept., Desk M-350, 


GIRARD, KANSAS. 











WORKMEN'S MUTUAL 
FIRE INSURANCE 
SOCIETY, Inc. 
(ORGANIZED 1872) 

A Co-operative Fire Insurance 
Society Owned and Operated 
by Workingmen 
100°6% Unionized 


HOUSEHOLD FIRE INSUR- 
ANCE AT ACTUAL COST 


Average Rate 10¢ Annually 
for every $100.00 Insurance 
Fire Losses Appraised Liberally 
Upon admission every member 
must make a deposit equal to 
90 cents for every $100.00 of 
insurance. This deposit will be 
repaid in full upon withdrawal. 
For further information 
apply to the Main Office 
227 EAST 84th STREET 
New York City 
Telephone REgent 4-2432 


Ask for booklet 62 
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touch with Joseph Goldberg, sec- 
retary of the Banquet Committee, 
at 31 West 3l1st St 

The Amalgamated Cooperative 
Houses Branch Victory Supper 
and Get-together, Friday, Nov. 8, 
in Shifre’s Tea Room, 


Ave., Bronx. 








Upper West Side Branch meet- 
ing, Tuesday, Nov. 19, 8:30 p. m., 
at the Riverside Plaza Hotel, 255 
West 75rd St. August Claessens 
will speak on “Social Democrats, 
the Roosevelt Victory, and the 
Tasks Ahead.” 

The Midtown Cutters Branch 

i ‘ape " see 





hold their third annual | 
Satu lay, Not 16, at the 
2a é : 
‘it and 7th Aves.* Two pi 
nent orchestra Dick Messne 





original band and Frank Padilla’s 
Cuban sand—will play. 
The admission is 75 cents. Tickets 
may be obtained in the City Office. 


Congo 


- 
Vid ) 

id duncheon, 
1p. m., at the 





Hotel Diplom: 


abor Greets 


Raphael Abramo itch 


Abramo- 


powel les 


yot discredit Raphael 
vitch; since they were 
against him, they decided upon a 


plan to take re- 
April 8, 
agents kidnapped 


Raphael Abramo- 


dastardly 
venge: On the night of 


Stalin’s 


nore 


the young son of 
itch from a Barcelona hotel. His 
I has never been dis- 


covered. All authorit sources 
that he was murdered 
by the agents of the OGPU. 

would 
with 





Indicate 


sort 


this 
man 


A tragedy of 


F ater 
have broken any less 








courage, but phael Abramo- 

cl vith his steadfast heroism 
and stoicism, continued o work 
in the ranks of the international 
labor novement, continued 
editor of the Socialist Messenger 
and continued to fight for free- 
lom, justice, and democracy 

For us it remains but to wish 
that Raphael Abramovitch con- 


tinue his work for the great ideal 
if freedom, the idea] to which he 
forty 


has devoted vears of his 


Bronx Community Center 
Sterts Forum Nov. 15th 
The Bronx Labor Commu- 
nity Center at 40 West Burn- 
side Ave. — headquarters for 
the Mid Bronx Branch of the 
SDF—announces a Forum se- 





ries of fifteen lectures begin- 
ning Friday, Noventber 15th. 

The first speaker will be 
Carlo Tresea, colorful Italian 


eak on 
Impres- 


anti-fascist, will sp 


“Mussolini: Personal 
sions.” 

The admission will be 10 cts. 
persession and S81 for the 


series, 











Order from your 
Russian tea known to millions as 


Columbia Tea Ca. 





Grocer this famous 


“SWEE-TOUCH-NEE TEA” 


destroyers, fourteen trawlers and 
drifters adapted for patrol work 
and mine sweeping. And the rem 
nants of the Polish merchant 
ficet, 36 vessels totaling well over 
100,000 tons, transports 
and supplies for the 


troops, 
prisoners 
Allies. 
The Czech army is smaller than 
the Polish but has a similarly 
stirring history. These forces are 
composed partly of the old Czech 
army, those who left Czechia 
while Europe was still at peace, 
and partly of the Czechs who live 
in France and were conscripted. 








Like the Poles, the Czech—com- 
manded by General Ing ~fought 
iy to tl Mediterraneal 


i back to England by sea. 


This is the fifth army in exile to 





Reception to German and Aus- 
trian refugees, Friday, Nov. 29, 


R:30 p.m... at Lahor Temple. 242 
hist &4 St.. Manhatta Scores 
of prominent European Social 


arrived from 
welcomed at this 


Democrats recently 
Portugal will be 
meeting, 

S.D.F. Theatre Party tickets are 
sale. Maurice Schwartz 
und his celebrated Jewish Art 
company in a new play, “Sender 
3iank,” by Sholom Alechiem, 
Monday, Dee. 25. 


1OW on 


* 


Mid-Bronx Branch meeting on 
Monday, Nov. 11, at 40 West 
Burnside Ave. The weekly Forum 
opens Friday, Nov. 15. Thanks- 
giving being 
arranged, 


week-end social is 


For Refugees’ Fund: Shiplacoff 
Branch 830-E, Workmen’s Circle 
Social and Card Party, Saturday, 
Nov. 16, 8:30 p. m., at 6416 Bay 
Parkway. Brooklyn A deniteaes 
Parkway, Brooklyn. Admission, 
50 cents. 


_William E. Bohn speaks on 
“The Results of the Election” 
on WEVD, Friday, Nov. 8, 10:30 
p. m. 


To Fight for Britain 


be formed by the Czechs to re- 
gain their freedom. 

The first was organized by Ma- 
saryk, the second by the Czecho- 
Slovakian state, the third served 
in Poland, the fourth in France 
this unit was the last to 
firing on the Loire front last sum- 
mer. the fifth is now re- 
formed in England and Egypt. 
where a special division of their 
troops, with their own air force, 
is operating against the Italians. 

The Czech air 
Isles is 800 strong; 
the last count 3,000 infantry and 
artillerymen, with more 
up every day. Originally 
were 15,000. 

Belgium fights too, despite its 
unfortunate and imprisoned King, 
who of all Europe’s former rulers 
now knows what has been driving 
Herr Schussnigg mad. All Bel- 
yvians between the ages of 19 and 
35 have been listed for conscrip- 
throughout the British Em- 
not yet 25 nave veen 


called up and 


eease 


And 


force on the 


¢ 


there were at 


coming 
there 





tion 
re. Those 
are being tral 


rr await ansp 


bound for England. The 
3elyian army—which was about 
200,000 strong in France—is now 
functioning on the Isles. 


CONVOYS 





Prominert Authors to Be 


At Rand School Open House 





01 annou 
annual Authors’ 
Week to be held for fou 
Monday, 


» Rand Sehx 





Ope: 


econd 
House 


nights, from Decembe 


2nd, to Thursday, December 5 
Among the authors who have ac- 


cepted thus far are: Charles Wag- 
ner, Willi Schlamm, Marga 

Marshall, George Britt, Max East 
nan, Charles Poore, Manuel Kom- 
off, Louis Adamic, Benjamin, 
Eugene Lyons, 
B. Altman. 


Ernest 


Stolberg, 


Poole, Irving 


There will be no formal speech- 
es. The plan is to have the au- 


thors and the audience join in an 
iformal discussion of books and 
iings and partake of refresh- 
ments. If anyone in the audiencc 


is moved to buy a book, the au- 
thors 
for him. 

Admission is by invitation w] 
may be had on request 
Rand School office or at the Ran 
Book Store. 


will be glad to 


autograph 
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Social Democrats Should Read 
and Circulate These Pamphlets 


An Easy Outline of Modern Socialism. By Herbert Morrison. | 
The famous British Labor Par 
, explains Socialist aims and met 


De 


“he who 





runs may read.” 


|The Democratic Way of Life. 


A brand new pamphiet by An 


zer cf Social Democratic ideas. 
thar 


thing broader and deeper 


The Axis, Soviet Russia, and the War. By 
Trade Uni 


Answers 
that millions who never thoug 


questions about 
now asking. 


P ices of these 
twelve for 
Quantity 


two or all th 


$1.00; hund 


$6.00, orde} 


War, Between Two Worlds. 


Premier of the Russian Rep 


mus 


Bolsheviks hate above a!l othe: 





States, dispels the “mystery of Soviet Russia’: role in thi | 
Second World War. His “two worlds” are not hemispheres, | 
but ways of life : 
Kerens pamphlet will be 

We are permitted to print onl 
it thi ne Setter order now. 
1 wil v the rule in filling 


Pric¢ the sam 


Make Checks and Money Orders payable to: 


| 
The Rand School Press _ 


7 EAST 15th STREET 


pamphlet 
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Minister of Home 
so simply that 


tv leader, now 


| 
| 
| 
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hods | 
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By August Claessens. 
] 


nost successful popular- 


erica 





ws that democracy is some- 
1 a form of government. 
August Claessens. 
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| 

| 
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onism and Labor Politics | 
ht about such things before are 
| 

| 

| 
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s:—10 cents a 
od fe $3.50; fifty for 
for any 


may be one or 


ree as desired, 


By Alexander Kerensky. 
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the man whom 


Ss, now a igee in the United 
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Dies Committee 
Promises Exposes 


(Continued from Page One) 











anniversary of Italian Fascism. Il Grido d 
, Italian language newspaper pr 
New York ( Dd ¢ Ti 
a 
pee iiik Pood | ‘) tl Ve Y 
s s and pr g 
te 
Se uti 
e 1. paper was widely 
Iroeu it many Italian ymmu- 
I 1 
Troi t ilar! eceives and pi 
ter al 
tome, relays mess 
oT ita is I 
agent ? I 





he Spent the summer in 1 where he 





ceived as a highly valued colleague by Musso- 
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Choose from 


THOUSANDS ana THOUSANDS 


ad 

Winter’s ahead! So head for 
Headquarters for your new 
Overcoat. When you come to 
Crawford you get what you 
want because you pick from 
thousands! EVERY NEW FAB- 
Ric— Fleeces, 
Tweeds, Diagonals, Herring- 
bones, Camel’s Hair. EVERY 
NEW MODEL —Single-Breasted, 
Double-Breasteds, Fly-Fronts, 
Raglans, Chesterfields, Ulsters. 
EVERY MAN’S SIZE—Regulars, 
Longs, Shorts, Stouts, Short- 
Stouts, Extra Shorts, Stubs, 
Long-Stouts, Extra-Stouts, 
Extra-Longs. Don’t delay— 
come to Crawford today. 
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Pro-Fascists Are 
Active in Congress 
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COATS 


Jackets, Windbreakers, 
Slip-overs made ° 
Leather and All-Wool 
fabrics —a great group 
§ to choose from. 
*Exclusive with Crawford 
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Crawford meets the demand for 
the superlative in men’s clothing 


CUSTOMART Suits and Overcoats - $24.95 
GRANDART Suits and Overcoats - $29.95 





CLOTHES 


DIRECT FROM MAKER TO You 


There’s a Crawford Store near you. Please consult 
your telephone directory for address . . . Open Evenings 


& SSS 





etn add 























[Page niger y 


WEEN nes ’ 


THE REW CEADER 





——— By Willi Schlamm—— 


Where the 


HIS writer, still sort of a newcomer, feels 

somewhat cheated. Wasn’t he told that if 
Roosevelt is re-elected, we are going to see the 
biggest stock exchange crash in history? Having 
missed the Black Tuesday holocaust in 1929, I 
looked forward to the Black Wednesdav of 1940 
with that mixture of fear and thrill which gives 
an event the smell of truly historical importance. 

Came Wednesday, November 6th, A.D. 1940— 
and it wasn’t so black. The stock market moved 
as on ordinary days, duPont going somewhat 
down and Bethlehem Steel somewhat up, and it 
could have happened the other way around just 
as well, because no mortal being has ever dis- 
covered the stock exchange’s laws of movement. 
(More movement than laws, incidentally.) 

Now, the point I want to make clear is this: 
Checked with the experiences of a tired European, 
the tricks and the noises and the smells and 
cracks of an American electoral campaign are 
pretty much the same the Old World used to 
secrete at similar occasions—except for a very 
essential detail: to a man who for the first time 
was experiencing an American presidential clec- 
tion, the most impressive fact is the perfectly 
exciting lack of hysteria among the people. Being 
the country where the methods of modern adver- 
tising were invented and perfected, America, it 
seems to me, has also produced the most active 
antidote. In America, so we were told over there, 
one can sell everything only by using an abun- 
dance of modern high-pressure advertising tricks; 
but there is apparently at least one thing one 
eannot sell here at all—fear. 


IGHTY per cent of the big press, all the 
mammoth magazines, barrages of radio 
speeches and porch whispers should make the 
people believe that something  super-terrible, 
super-dangerous would happen if they dare to 
elect a certain candidate. But the people said 
“So what?” and did very calmly what they 
thought to be the right thing. Nobody took the 
talks seriously, not even those who did the talk- 
ing. The Wall Street brokers on street corners 
predicted the total, the final, the fantastic finan- 
cial earthquake, but when they reached their 
offices they turned calmly to business, and good 
business it was. Not for a single moment did 
anybody believe all these rumors and ugly whis- 
perings concerning ‘the loss of life insurance 
savings, of inflation, confiscation of bank accounts, 
and so on and so forth. 

So I remembered how it was in Vienna, ten 
years or so ago. Quite a similar political set-up: 
sort of a New Deal in power, building decent 
homes’ and clean schools and nice highways and, 
of course, taking the money for all that from 
those who had it. For since the Phenicians in- 
vented that magic gadget, money, there was never 
another way to get it. Hugo Breitner (he now 
lives in this country) was then the Roosevelt of 
Vienna—an excellent man, a liberal reformer, 
and certainly not more of a revolutionary than 
Al Smith or Theodore Roosevelt or the old 
LaFollette. But when elections came, it was the 
atmosphere of straight assassination. Vipers 
would have protested, and rightly so, had they 


etters 


News Ends 


been compared with the excited Viennese brokers. 
So what happened? So Breitner was finally de- 
feated, but the brokers are dreaming today (in 
Vienna or in San Domingo or in Shanghai) of 
the golden days when they still had the pleasure 
and the privilege to be “robbed” by Breitner. 

As you have noticed by now, I do not analyze 
the meaning and the prospects of your last elec- 
tions. And who am I to do it? I have not yet 
even the honor to go to the polls (but I am 
anxiously preparing myself for 1944). Nobedy 
is supposed to eare for this writer’s personal 
opinions on the American scene (though he has 
some, and quite definite ones at that); he wanted 
merely to congratulate his American friends and 
future compatriots on their temper. It is most 
certainly the temper which offers the least fertile 
soil for totalitarian germs. These thrive on 
hysteria. 

LECTION NIGHT I walked through Times 

Square—and how much I did enjoy it! And 
perhaps more than anything else I enjoyed a little 
dialogue between a happy winner and a Willkie 
man. Said the winner: “So what are you going 
to do now?” Said the man with the Willkie but- 
ton: “Shake hands with you!” And they did it. 
Excuse me, but I liked it—I liked it enormously. 
Yes, yes, I know—elash of material interests, 
big business still in the ambush, hours of deci- 
sions ahead, and all that stuff. History, however, 
is mada by men, by men like those two guys on 
Times Square, and as far as America is concerned, 
these makers of history look pretty hopeful to 
me. Being still much of a European, during the 
last twenty years I was not pampered at all, 
you see. And it was a terrific experience to dis- 
cover the American people giving not a darn for 
all that which the whispers of the big press, the 
high-pressure salesmen, the Joes and the John 
L.’s told them for weeks: meeting each other on 
Times Square election night, they shook hands, 
winner and loser. 

What will happen the next years in and to 
America depends, I think, very much on how 
quickly and thoroughly the legitimate political 
parties, the unions, and the governmental agen- 
cies will conceive that the almost religious urge 
for unity in the face of danger must be satisfied 
or democracy will be a mere walkover for the 
totalitarian masters of disintegration; and that 
this unity, unity in action, can be easier achieved 
in America than anywhere else in the world. The 
readiness to shake hands on election night is 
surely not the result of a cynical indolence to- 
wards political issues but, to the contrary, en- 
couraging proof of an intelligent awareness of 
the moment’s challenge. 

A nation divided against itself—well, you know 
it anyway. But here in America just now we 
are living through one of those solemn hours 
when noble phrases have some chance of be- 
coming an even nobler reality. Take it from a 
man who has seen the disintegration of democracy 
in Europe and who, on November 6th, happily 
caressed the first papers of naturalization he 
took out two years ago—proud of his chances 
that he shall fight like hell during the next elec- 
tions and shake hands with the loser afterwards. 








o the Editor 





ACLU Stand 
Aids Axis 
Agents Here 


From JANET FRENCH 
To the Editor: 

I can understand the desire of 

the American Civil Liberties Un- 
ion to maintain a consistent rec- 
ord of protection of the rights of 
minorities, but I fail to under- 
stand their position as expressed 
by John Haynes Holmes, chair- 
man of the executive board, when 
he states that: “American voters 
will go to the polls on November 
5 deprived of the opportunity, in 
more states than ever before in 
our history, of voting for minor- 
ity party candidates. 
The A.C.L.U. will endeavor to 
amend state election laws to make 
impossible a repetition of the in- 
justices which have marked the 
present presidential campaign.” 

It seems to me that this is a 
position which is making us the 


laughing stock of totalitarian with the “thumbs up” sign, my work was recognized 
appreciated. These boys are at it “unhonored, unwept and un- 


agents in this country. They know 


home defense. 
hearthstone these days it is worth telling. I am just itching to 
get at it, but I have a short article for a local news-sheet and 
a speech to prepare for tomorrow night. 

I wish I had the gift of story-telling. Those boys who are 
giving vp nights for training and taking their turn, two hours 
on and four hours off one night cach week to take care of fifth 
columnists and possible invasion troops. They are marvelous. 

Everywhere I went with the propaganda van I was received 


England CanTake It: Workers 
Build People’s Defense Army 


From JACK DAVIS 
Glasgow City Councillor. 


The following letter accompanied the article by Mr. Davis 
which appeurs on page 4 of this issue: 

For three months I toured the South West of Scotland with 
a propaganda van lecturing on “The War and You,” with 
safety and salvage talks on the doorsteps too. This I did in 
addition to my regular employment which meant that I was 
working from 9 a. m. till 1 a.m, every night; and on Saturday 
I had to make contacts for my next week’s mectings. Sunday 
was the red-letter day of the week; we hoped to get from 1,000 
to 2,000 audiences for that day. And sometimes we achieved it. 

I will do a story on the people’s army—no stunt this time— 
a real honest-to-gawd workers volunteer sparetime army for 


And as the firing’ line goes right through the 


and 


that there will always be some sung,” in all sorts of weather. 


high-minded democrats, who, un- 
able to adjust the concept of de- 
mocracy to the exigencies created 
by new world forces, will rise in 





The spirit is marvelous; it is great to be alive to take part 
in this great struggle. The workers of Britain will save democ- 
racy for Europe. 








defense of the rights of these 
people to occupy their places in 


to ‘continue their disruptive work 


the sun and in government; and Urges Full Publicity on Work 


at a time when this very democ- 


racy is making its last stand Of Local Draft Boards 


against fascist forces, which would 
wipe it from the face of the earth. 
To permit a Fritz Kuhn or a 


Joe McWilliams to carry on their To the Editor: 

Now that the local boards are receiving the master lists 
of the serial numbers of registrants in the order in which 
they were taken from the famous glass bowl, let us not be- 
come apathetic concerning the work of the local boards. 


propaganda of race hatred is to 
stifle the freedom of the Jews; 
to permit an organization like the 
Ku Klux Klan to function is to 
threaten the freedom of the Cath- 


From ROBERT MORROW 


olics; to permit an Ear] Browder 
to run for the high office of presi- 
dent of these United States is to 
sponsor the doctrines of a man 
who must follow the dictates of 


Joseph Stalin, who has neithe 
the welfare of trade unions, youth 
organizations, or humanity at 


heart, but has in mind only the 
extension of the policies of Soviet 
Russia. 

How !ong is the American Civil 
Liberties Union going to ignore 
the fact that democracy is a dy- 
namie concept, which must adapt 
itself to the times, and which 
cannot afford to tolerate fascist 
agents who are striking at its 
very lifeline? 





It must be remembered that the most important part of 
the process of selecting men for draft will now be under- 


taken in the various neighbor-¢ 
hoods. While it may appear too 
carly to warn about such matters, 
it should be emphasized that now 
is the time to watch out for any 


undue bias or political influence 
in selecting those to serve in the 
army and in designating those 
who are to be exempt. 

When men are faced with the 
possibitity of spending a year 


away from the work they were 
doing, and of postponing thei 
lives for twelve months to aid 
their country, it would be the 
height of immorality and dis- 





service to America for any local 
boards to play favorites in the 
selection of men. 

Consequently, full publicity must 
be given by each board to every 
case and its disposition; and any 
man called should be given com- 
plete information, if he desires it, 
about the classifications of the 
men before him on his district’s 
list. Only in this way can we be 
sure that the. execution of the 
Selective Service Act will be hon- 
est and according to the spirit 
and letter of the law 


| Editorials 


THE A.L.P. AND THE ELECTION 

AS was foreshadowed by The New Leader, the American 

Labor Party played the decisive factor in helping to 

swing New York's 47 electoral votes to President Roosevelt. 

The 400,000 vote cast for the A.L.P. made this possible. 

Mr. Roosevelt carried New York by less than 250,000. 
Every one of these votes came from the A.L.P. 

This fact confirms our contention that support of the 
A.L.P. by Social Democrats was absolutely essential to in- 
sure President Roosevelt's victory. 

It is also gratifying to note that bona-fide members and 
voters of the A.L.P. repudiated all Communists who, by 
virtue of the primary, had managed to get on the A.L.P. 
ticket. The lines are now clearly drawn. The road has been 
cleared for the further development of the A.L.P. as a 
genuine democratic instrument of independent political! 
action, an instrument which organized workers and all true 
progressives must not fail to utilize if this state is to be kept 
in the vanguard of the liberal forces of the nation. 

With Tuesday's election, the A.L.P. has entered upon a 
new phase of dynamic, creative existence. In that phase, 
Social Democrats will have an even greater part to play 
than before. 


AGAIN, ALL AID TO BRITAIN 


N the whole realm of domestic and foreign policy the 

country has given clear endorsement to the clearly ex- 
pressed policies of the Roosevelt administration. The vote 
cast on Tuesday is a mandate and a promise of support, 
which means immeasurably more than one of those authori- 
zations to govern by decree which became so familiar in 
Europe within the last few years. 

Among other things it is a mandate to continue and in- 
crease and speed-up our aid to Britain—aid in the form 
of bombers and combat planes, of fighting ships and tanks 
and guns and ammunition, of whatever material Britain 
needs and we can supply, to defend her own existence and 
the sooner turn her defense into attack. We need not urge 
the administration to go boldly forward on this line. The 
will to do so can be safely assumed. 

All honor to the British people and to their fighting 
forces! But in common decency that must mean—All Aid 
to Britain, to the very limit of possibility. 


MR. LEWIS, RESIGN! 


AS was to have been expected, a movement has been 

launched to ‘“‘draft’’ John L. Lewis for re-election as 
president of the Congress of Industrial Organizations at 
its convention in Atlantic City scheduled to open Novem- 
ber 18. 

Who is behind the movement? You guessed it: the 
Communist-dominated unions in the C.I.O., representing a 
minority of that organization. Lewis himself is represented 
as ready to live up to his statement that he would resign 
as C.].0O. chief if President Roosevelt was reelected. But 
we are not inclined to take him too seriously. His resigna- 
tion is the one decent amend he can now offer for his 
treacherous conduct of supporting Wendell L. Willkie in 
defiance of ‘the will of the overwhelming majority of the 
bona-fide trade unionists in the C.1.O. Should he continue 
to remain silent about the “‘draft Lewis’’ movement en- 
gineered by the Communists through the C.I.O. Industrial 
Council in New York, which they control, he would only 
confirm the opinion held of him by organized labor through- 
out the country. 

Any movement to ‘“‘draft'’ Lewis would split the C.I.O. 
wide open and merely facilitate the desperate efforts of the 
Communists to save themselves from utter annihilation 
through the unification of American labor. 

Lewis must go! He must go for his own sake if he has 
any shred of honor left within him, and he must go for the 
sake of organized labor. For five years he has been the 
chief stumbling bloc to labor peace. His exit as president 
of the C.I.0. would make possible immediate resumption 
of negotiations between the A.F.L. and C.I.O. and with 
good prospect of success. 

We are glad to note that President Roosevelt has made 
known his intention to help facilitate labor peace as one of 
his first post-election objectives. The rank and file of labor, 
with the sole exception of the Communists, are yearning for 
peace. Should Lewis now fail to make good upon his 
promise to resign, in defiance of the no-confidence vote 
given him by the workers in Tuesday's election, he would 
again demonstrate his desire and determination to keep 
burning the flames of labor's civil war, of which. he was the 
initiator and which he has stubbornly continued to fan for 
reasons well known to himself and his Communist allies 
but equally understandable to all honest members of organ- 
ized labor. 

Even John L. Lewis should finally understand that the 
patience of organized labor, including the miners, who 
helped give President Roosevelt his victory in Pennsylvania 
and other states, is not without end. 


A NATION UNAFRAID 


UCH is being said, and in the heat of the campaign 

many reckless statements have been made, about the 
weakness of this country’s military and naval forces in view 
of the dangers that confront us. Aside from questioning 
the moral right of the opposition to reproach the administra- 
tion for this state of affairs, we must say that in another and 
deeper sense the nation is far better prepared now than it 
was in 1917 to meet any demands that may be made upon it. 

For two and a half years after the first World War broke 
out in Europe, we had been told, with all the eloquence and 
unction of which President Wilson was capable, that our 
duty was to be neutral in thought as well as in word and 
deed, that this was not our war, that it was unthinkable that 
we should allow ourselves to be involved. In November, 
1916, “he kept us out of war,” and it was more than a little 
disturbing to have to learn an entirely new song within four 
months thereafter. Neutrality of thought was now as 
wicked as sympathy with either side had so long been. Even 
to try to understand the switch, much more to question its 
wisdom, exposed one to suspicion and denunciation. “Obey 
the law and keep your mouth shut!"’ was now the word from 
on high, and Mr. Wilson spoke as pontifically and perhaps 
as sincerely on the one side as he had so long spoken on 
the other. 

What a contrast twenty years later! As the crisis devel- 
oped from 1933 till 1939, there was no pretense on the part 
of the chief executive that we were unconcerned. The con- 
duct of the government was diplomatically ‘‘correct,"’ but 
so far from there being any effort to stifle the expression 
of divergent opinions, the gravity of the situation for us was 
soberly recognized and the people were encouraged to think 
out the problems which it involved. 

The difference was no doubt in large part due to a ripen- 
ing of American political consciousness and a growth of 
democratic self-confidence among the masses of the popu- 
lation, which had accompanied the political overturn in 
1938. But we cannot ignore the difference of attitude be- 
tween the two men to whom it fell in the one period and 
the other to speak for the nation. This in turn promoted the 
maturing of public opinion. 

The effect is enormous, and altogether good. 

Certainly American institutions and American interests 
of every sort are in far more grave and imminent danger to- 
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day than when the war was declared in 1917. But instead of 
the hysterical excitement, the passion of fear and suspicion 
and hatred, which then prevailed, we have a really amazing 
degree of calm among the masses of the people, and most 
notably of all among the young men who are most directly 
affected by the preparations now being made and who will 
have to bear the heaviest burden if worst comes to worst. 
They are coming to the draft boards, quite conscious of what 
it all means, most of them naturally hoping that they will 
not be called, and that even if called for training and service 
now they will not have to fight, but with full and well 
grounded confidence that they are being fairly treated and 
that every reasonable effort is being made to avert war, 
and with the courageous spirit which befits a democratic 
people. 

Material preparedness is of great importance—greater 
now than in any previous crisis, because of the changes in 
the means and methods of waging war. But yet more im- 
portant is psychological and moral preparedness, and in this 
respect the United States is ready for whatever may befall. 
Without that, the best of armament may prove a broken 
reed. With it, every ship and every gun will have a double 
value. And because our people are not scared, there is the 
larger probability that we may be able to do our duty on 
the world scene without having to go to war. 


ROOSEVELT’S COLLEAGUE 

RESIDENT ROOSEVELT was criticized from more than 

one point of view for insisting that Henry A. Wallace 
must be chosen as his running mate. We have had a stupid 
tradition that the vice-presidential nomination should go, 
not only to a man from a distant part of the country, but to 
one whose political principles and ideals were as different 
from those of the head of the ticket as membership in the 
same party could permit. In a word, it was regarded as a 
consolation prize to the losing faction. 

Well, 1940 has been a year for breaking traditions, and 
the breaking of this one is an unmixed good. Aside from 
the importance of the office in view of the uncertainty of 
human life—a consideration which the President's evident 
health and vigor happily makes relatively small—the presi- 
dency of the Senate is a big enough job to call for a big 
man. But within recent years the vice-president has come 
to be looked upon, and rightly, as one of the President's 
close advisers and co-workers. He ought to be a man who 
shares his chief's views and ideals and who brings ability 
to his task. 

Mr. Wallace is, to use an expression now much in vogue, 
“a grass-roots American.” He knows the land and _ its 
people, its problems and its ways of life. And grass roots 
symbolize not only closeness to hard fact, but also continuity 
of life and growth, youth that keeps touch with the past 
and at the same time makes the future. Mr. Wallace is 
that kind of an American. He is at heart one of the young 
men who dream dreams, but also one whose dreams belong 
to the world of reality. 

The President will have a worthy and helpful colleague 
after January |. 











HEARTFELT GREETING 

MERICAN Social Democrats have had repeated oppor- 

tunity to become acquainted with Raphael Abramovitch 
in the years when it was still possible for him to come here 
and return—not to his own country, indeed, but to the scene 
of the European conflict between democracy and totalitarian- 
ism. Now that he is with us again in harder times—exile 
from Russia, exile from Germany, exile from France, well- 
come guest in the United States, be it for a longer or a 
shorter time—our readers will join with us in necessarily 
belated congratulations to the veteran who completed his 
sixtieth year a few months ago. 

It is no empty phrase to say that Abramovitch is sixty 
years young. In the matter of age it is true that “As a man 
thinketh, so is he."’ Abramovitch has the will to live, to 
fight, to share in the victory that is to come. May he live 
to share also in the rebuilding of a free and peaceful world. 


BETWEEN CAMPAIGNS 

HE election is over, and now we know where we stand 

and which way we are facing. We Social Democrats 
throughout the country rejoiced from the depth of our 
hearts when the result was assured late Tuesday evening. 
Without being a political party in the ordinary sense of 
the word, we have ‘‘done our bit’ toward bringing about 
this result. We have no occasion to boast. We should have 
done more. We must do more in days to come. But we 
have a right to be happy. 

Yes, we must do more in days to come. For if anyone 
imagines that all problems have been settled for the next 
four years, or even the next two, he needs to think again. 
A decisive majority of the voters have given unmistakable 
instructions—all the more emphatic in view of the fact that 
the third-term issue probably made the majority a couple 
of millions less than it would otherwise have been—as to 
the policies to be pursued in the Capitol and the White 
House. But the success with which those instructions can 
be carried out will not depend solely on the intelligence 
and the good faith of the men commissioned to fulfil them. 
They will need the steady support of an alert and enlightened 
public opinion every day in the year. They are not like 
army officers, whose commands the rank and file must obey 
whether they understand and like them or not. Indeed, 
even in an army on the field of battle, mere obedience 
is not enough. The army that thinks and feels is the army 
that makes the most of its numbers and its equipment. 

The position of the chiefs of a democratic nation, how- 
ever, is much more like that of the conductor of an orchestra. 
From first violin to tympanist, every man’s intelligent will 
counts. An incompetent or careless conductor can ruin the 
work of the best orchestra; but also, the best of conductors 
can do little with an orchestra that leaves it all to him. 

We Social Democrats are few and poorly equipped. 
but we have an influence out of proportion to our numbers 
and resources. Many of us fail to realize that fact. In the 
battle of ideas—let us rather say now, in the constructive 
work that is to be done in the field of ideas—which goes on 
between campaigns much more than during the few weeks 
before election day, we can do much if we will—and if we 
do not, we shall be much to blame 
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